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S.86

Introduced by Senator White

Referred to Committee on Government Operations

Date: February 7, 2013

Subject: Elections; miscellaneous

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
miscellaneous changes to election laws.

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to election laws and to lobbyist
reporting

Lati <call | loction

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

***mnhp***

different reading:
(24) “Political subdivision” means any ¢synty, municipality (including

cities, towns and villages), representative district, senategial district, school

district, fire district, water, sewer or utility district, ward, and am¢ consolidation

of the foregoing entities authorized under the laws of this state State.

4L L
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3 71R(2) subdivision 2646(a) of this title and performing those duties

prescribdd by 24 VV.S.A. chapter 35.

(41) “Votxy registration agency” or “agency” means all state offices that
provide public assistgnce, all state offices that provide state-funded programs
primarily engaged in proyiding services to persons with disabilities, any
federal and nongovernmenta offices that have agreed to be designated by the
secretary Secretary as a voter reyjstration agency, and any state or local agency
designated by the seeretary Secretary as a voter registration agency. State and
local agencies designated by the seeretaly Secretary may include: the

departments-oftaxes-and-unemployment-colpensation; Departments of Taxes

and of Labor and offices that provide services tO\persons with disabilities other
than those that provide state-funded programs primaily engaged in providing

services to persons with disabilities.

* * * Qualification and Registration of VVoters *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2144b is amended to read:
8 2144b. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK

(@) Atown clerk shall review all applications to the voter checklist and

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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addled to the statewide voter checklist on an expedited basis. If an applicant
has fail¢d upon the date of the election to provide any information required
upon the application form pursuant to section 2145 of this title, the town clerk
shall notify the\applicant that the form was incomplete and the applicant may
provide the infornMgtion on or before the date of the election.

(b) [Deleted.]

(c) If the town clerk dogs not determine that an applicant meets the
requirements of section 2121 o this title, the clerk shall immediately forward
the application to the board of civiNauthority, which shall meet in a timely
manner after the receipt of the applicalipon and proceed under section 2146 of
this title to determine whether the applicar meets the requirements of
section 2121. For purposes of adding applicarXs to the checklist, a quorum
shall consist of three members of the board of civiNauthority.

(d) Periodically, or at least five days prior to each &lection, the town clerk
shall forward to the board of civil authority a list of additiogs to the checklist.

* * * Party Organization * * *
Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. 8 2321 is amended to read:
8 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “representative district committee” of a party shall consist of those

arnna () 8 _TO\A/I alaning A _IA allalamiaky: fNIrpcQnig f OISTriC]_2aC 11 AR SAY
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colNmittee may encompass less than an entire town or may extend across town

lines. Quch a committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet,
but it needgot meet unless required to perform some function under this title.
Any three mempers may call the first meeting by giving at least five days
written notice to al\other members; thereafter, the committee shall meet at the
call of the chair.
* * * Standardjjzed Ballots and Vote Tabulators * * *

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. 8 2362 is amended to read:
8 2362. PRIMARY BALLOTS

(@) The ballots shall be prepared an¥ furnished to the towns by the

secretary-of state Secretary of State and shal| contain the names of all

candidates for nomination at the primary. Balldgs shall be printed on index

stock and configured to be readable by vote tabuhars. A separate ballot for

Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. § 2451 is amended to read:
§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY

(a) The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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state electigns laws. A quorum of the board of civil authority shall be available

at all times whep the polls are open, and those members of the board of civil
authority present aja polling place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business relating totpe conduct of the election and the qualification and
registration of voters at thi§ polling place.

(b) The board may require the political subdivision for which it is elected

to use vote tabulators for the reqﬁerinq and counting of votes as provided in

section 2491 of this chapter.

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2471 is amended to regd:
8 2471. GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
(a) A consolidated ballot shall be used at a gengral election, which shall list

the several candidates for the offices to be voted upon\Fhe-offices-of

he gone Iy |y Aoce o avtaa¥al Q a Adoe o
=S enmme O s Jjotg O pTrooa 5 i a5 cl cl O

sheritf-and-high-batffshall-be-listed-in-that-erder- The offices of Presidewt

—and \ice President af the Linited Stateg L1 S _Senatar L1 S _Renragentative
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k(ounts, Attorney General, State Senator, Representative to the General

AssemRly, Judge of Probate, Assistant Judge, State’s Attorney, Sheriff, and

High Bai}ﬁ( shall be listed in that order. Any statewide public question shall

also be listed 0y the ballot, before the listing of all offices to be filled. The

ballot shall be prepared at state expense under the direction of the seeretary-of

state Secretary of State\ The color of the ballot shall be determined by the

secretary-of state SecretarZ\of State. The printing shall be black. Ballots shall

be printed on index stock armonfiqured to be readable by vote tabulators.

Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2491 is amended W read:

§ 2491. POLITICAL

SUBDIVISIONS; VOTE TABULATQRS

A tewn board of civil authority may

to-employ-eleetronie-deviees(“voting-machines™, at a\meeting held not less

than 60 days prior to an election and warned pursuant toX(V.S.A. 8§ 801, vote

to require the political subdivision for which it is elected to&vote tabulators

for the registering and counting of votes in subsequent elections. \eting

as allaYal m aYa' a¥a N ‘alaalalla O \A N alallatalaYa' N a ala aYa¥a a ava'
C vy v » v A i - O waw e
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8 2493. RULES FOR USE OF VOTING MACHINES

(@)

use and thegelection of any voting machine in the state State. These rules

he seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall adopt rules governing the

shall include requirements that:

(6) Establish a pNcess for using voting machines in recounts.

* X *

Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. § 2535(b) isymended to read:

(b) If necessary, special ballots Ygay be prepared efsuch-different-weight-of

to conform with minimum pestal-mHitansRavalairforce-orother federal or
military regulations and orders covering the traNsportation of such ballots,
provided that the text is identical in substance, excegt as to type size, with that
appearing on the official ballots.
Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 9 is amended to ¥ead:
Subchapter 9. Recounts and Contest of Electio
* % %

8 2602b. ASSIGNMENT OF DUTIES

(@) The county clerk shall supervise the recount and may appoint a

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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shall recruit town clerks to serve as impartial assistants to the county clerk for

ope%ﬁq the vote tabulators. The county clerk shall store all ballots, still in

their sealed\containers, in his or her vault until the day of the recount.

8 2602c. PREPARATION FOR RECOUNT
(a) Before the recotyt begins, the county clerk shall explain the recount
procedures which are to beN{ollowed and shall answer questions relating to

such procedures. The county clerk shall use volunteer town clerks to operate

and instruct on the use of vote tahwtors.

(b) Fhe Each recount team shall recount the contents of

one container before opening another container at

its table, shall recount the contents of all the cotainers relating to one polling
place before moving to those of another polling plagg, and shall complete the

recount for one town before moving to material relating\to another town.

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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%@ the container have been entered. For ballots unable to be read by a vote

tabulatyr, such as damaged or plain paper ballots, a second team shall collect

these bak from the pile and transfer the voter’s choices on those ballots to

blank baIIot%ovided by the Secretary of State. After all of the

machine-readabhallots have been fed through the machine, the first team

shall feed through tréqachine any transfer ballots created by the second team.

The recount teams shalls&i{ch roles for each subsequent container of ballots

of a polling place that are toé\(ed through the vote tabulator, if there is more

than one container per polling p% This process shall be used until all ballots

from a polling place have been tabulatéd by a vote tabulator.

(b) After all ballots from a polling plac&have been tabulated by a vote

tabulator, a recount team shall print the tabuéx tape containing the unofficial

results and document those results on a tally sheet. NAnother recount team shall

then open the tabulator’s ballot box and remove all balNts. The ballots shall

then be divided among the recount teams to be examineck\find write-in

names and markings of voter intent that were not machine reéxhle as outlined

in the Secretary of State’s vote tabulator guide and most recent elections

procedures manual. A caller, tally person, and double-check person%l be

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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thayway.

(c) X one person does not agree, that ballot shall be set aside as a
questioned Mallot and a copy shall be made, which copy shall be clearly
marked on its fasg identifying it as a copy. Sueh Any copies shall be placed on
the top of the other Dgllots and shall remain together with the other ballots.
Each original ballot deemded questionable shall be attached to a note which
identifies it by town, county, Rolling place, and bag seal number. The originals
of these questionable ballots shalNpe clipped to the summary sheet for that
polling place and returned to the courtNor a final decision.

(d) After the court has rendered a final\decision on a given questionable
ballot, it shall be returned to the county clerk wo shall keep it in a sealed
container for a period of two years.

(e) Write-in votes for preprinted candidates shall be\¢ounted as votes for
that candidate.

(f) If the tally persons do not agree on the number of votes fO a candidate

on ballots not able to be read by the vote tabulator, the ballots shall Bg retallied

until they do agree. Then the team shall notify the clerk that it has compieted

the-first its recount.

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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:17 V.S.A. 8§ 2492 (legislative branch to obtain voting machines); 26029

(seésd tally): and 26021 (recounts using voting machines) are repealed.

* * * Correction of Cross-references and
Other Technical Corrections * * *
Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A\ § 1881a is amended to read:

§ 1881a. SENATORML DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

(c) Petitions for nominatiny,candidates for senrater Senator in the general

assembly General Assembly by prinary underchapter9-of-this-title or by

certificates of nomination of candidat

for that office by convention, caucus,
committee, or voters under chapter 1% 49 o this title may be filed in the office
of any county clerk in a senatorial district. On\Xhe day after the last day for
filing those petitions or certificates for that office, ¥e other county clerk shall
notify the senatorial district clerk of the facts concerning those petitions or
certificates. The senatorial district clerk shall be responsibl¢ for determining
the names of candidates and other facts required by law to appeqr on the ballot
for the office of senater Senator, and for obtaining and distributingthe ballots
to the other clerks in the district. In senatorial districts, the ballots for

Senator in the general-assembly General Assembly shall be separate from t

Forothercauatyatticors
rty-officors:

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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Sec\l13. 17 V.S.A. § 1933 is amended to read:
§ 1933. WONPERFORMANCE OF DUTY BY PUBLIC OFFICER

(a) A Exodept as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a public officer

upon whom a duty is imposed by the provisions of this title, who wifuHy

willfully neglects to pgrform such duty or who wiHuty willfully performs it in
such a way as to hinder thy,object of the provisions of this title, shall be fined
not more than $500.00:-but.

(b) the The provisions of this sé¢tion shall not apply to a public officer

upon whom a duty is imposed by the piQvisions of ehapter9.-section-571-of
chapter-11,and-chapter-13 chapters 47 and

of which is an offense under either of such chapigrs.

of this title, the nonperformance

Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. § 2020 is amended to read:
8 2020. OFFENSES APPLYING TO PRIMARY ELECYJIONS

The provisions of sections 1972-1974 and 2011-2019 of tiNg title chapter
shall apply to primary elections held under the provisions of chapter 9 49 of

this title, and the word “officer” or “officers,” when used in any of su;

sections to designate a person or persons to be voted for at an election, sha

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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A person who reeeive receives a plurality of all the votes cast
a primary shall be eandidates a candidate of that party for the
office designated on the ballot.

(b) If two or myye candidates of the same party are tied for the same office,

the choice among thos?

tied shall be determined upon five days’ notice and not

later than 10 days following the primary election by the committee of that

party, which shall meet to r&inate a candidate from among the tied

candidates. The committee that%q-xinates a candidate shall be as follows:

(1) YUpenfivedaysnotice-and-adilaterthan-10-days-followingthe
primary-election; the state committee of a party; for a state or congressional
office;

(2) the senatorial district committee for state\senate State Senate;

(3) the county committee for county office; or

(4) the representative district committee for a repressptative

wtothe 3 alaalallV Na mage =-=n--'-g aA
from-among-the-tied-candidates General Assembly.

2)(c) The committee chair shall certify the candidate nomination 1§y the

general election to the seeretary-of state Secretary of State within 48 hours\Qf

=the-RerHaHeR
HaHeR:

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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8R565. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS

As\gach voter passes through the entrance of the guardrail, an election
official or\Qfficials shall hand him or her one of each kind of ballot. He-erthey

The election o¥icials shall also answer any questions a voter may ask

concerning the proggss of voting. The presiding officer shall keep the election

officials in charge of foxnishing ballots to voters supplied with a sufficient

number of blank ballots, kégping the remainder of the blank ballots safely

secured until needed.

r Neutrality * * *

Sec. 17. STATUTORY REVISION; GKNDER NEUTRALITY; “CHAIR,”
“SELECTBOARD MEMBER,” E

The Office of Legislative Council, in its statUory revision capacity, is

directed to make amendments to the Vermont Stam Annotated to change the

99, ¢

terms ‘“‘chairman” to “chair”; “vice chairman” to “vice chwir”’; and “selectman”

to “selectboard member” and to make similar changes foré\oumose of

gender neutrality, so long as those changes have no other effect\ouhe meaning

of the statutes in which the changes are made. These changes may al3Q be

made when new legislation is proposed or when there is a republicatiorkghe

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 15 of 122

k& & Chfoctivio Dotoc ek &

Sec. 18. EFF

This act shall take effect on Ju 3, except Sec. 17 (statutory revision;

29 ¢¢

gender neutrality; “chair.,” “selectboard member,” etc.):which shall take effect

Sed\1. 17 V.S.A. chapter 35 is amended to read:
Subchapter 1. Penalties Upon Officers
§ 1931. SIDING OFFICER RECEIVING ILLEGAL VOTE

A presidinyofficer in a tewn—village—er-sehooldistrict-meeting—orin—a

local, primary, 0 general election who knowingly receives and counts a vote
from a person not agualified voter or knowingly receives from a voter, at any
one balloting for the dgme office, more than one vote; shall be fined not more
than $100.00 if the offeNge is committed in a town—village,—or-school-district
meeting; local election andN\pot more than $500.00 if in a primary or general
election.

§ 1932. COUNTING AND TURNING BALLOT BOXES BEFORE PROPER
TIME

A presiding officer at a primary or gaperal election; who allows the ballots

for representative to the general-assembhNGeneral Assembly, state senatar, or
state, county, or congressional officers tO\be counted or the ballot box
containing the same to be turned before the hoW set by the legislative-branch
Legislative Branch for closing the polls shall be Zed not more than $100-00
$200.00 nor less than $20.00.

§ 1933. NONPERFORMANCE OF DUTY BY PUBLIC OEFICER
A Except as otherwise provided by this title, a public off\¢er upon whom a

duty is imposed by the provisions of this title; who wifaty willRlly neglects to
perform such duty or who wfuty willfully performs it in suchN\gQ way as to
hinder the object of the prowsmns of thls title; shall be fined notYore than
$500.00; he-provisions—of-this-section-shall-not-apply-to-a-publidoffice

aTalaBVViaTaTaa a
vIvAw, A ooty
a
Ci
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SHBcRaRte2—RoRates-poR-"aters
971. CASTING MORE THAN ONE BALLOT

legal voter who knowingly casts more than one ballot at any one time of
ballot\g for the same office shall be fined not more than $1,000.00; if the

offense \s committed at a primary or general election; and not more than
$100.00; Ncommitted in-tewn-meeting at a local election.

8§ 1972. SHQWING BALLOT; INTERFERENCE WITH VOTER

(@) A voteNwho, except in cases of assistance as provided in this title,
allows his or h¢ ballot to be seen by another person with an apparent
intention of letting i} be known how he or she is about to vote or makes a false
statement to the preNding officer at an election as to his or her inability to
mark his or her ballot\r places a distinguishing mark on his or her ballot; or
a person who interferes With a voter when inside the guard rail or who, within
the building in which the Wting is proceeding, endeavors to induce a voter to
vote for a particular candideXg, shall be fined $1,000.00.

(b) It shall be the duty of the\election officers to see that the offender is duly
prosecuted for a violation of this

§1973. VOTING IN MORE THANQNE PLACE

A person who, on the same day, vies in more than one town, district, or
ward for the same office shall be fined nd& more than $1,000.00.

8 1974. VOTER OMITTED FROM LIST, WOTING IN ANOTHER FOWN
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

A person who is a resident and entitled\to vote in a tewn political
subdivision in which a checklist of voters has\been made previous to an
election, whose name, through his or her neglect, I§ not entered thereon, who
votes in another tewn political subdivision at such eXction; shall be fined not
more than $200.00.

Subchapter 3. Miscellaneous
8 2011. PERJURY BEFORE BOARD MAKING CHECKLIS

A person who knowingly swears falsely to a fact or matter wNich may be the
subject of inquiry by the board of civil authority or town clerk IN revising the
checklist as provided in this title shall be guilty of perjury and impXisoned not
more than 15 years and or fined not more than $1,000.00, or both.

§ 2012. PROCURING CHANGE IN LIST WRONGFULLY

A person who, directly or indirectly, procures or causes to be procur
aids in procuring the name of a person to be inserted on a checklist of vote

or

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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|ch such Ilst is made or, dlrectly or |nd|rectly, procures or causes to be
prdcured or aids in procuring the name of a person to be erased from such list,
knoWwng him or her to be a legal voter in such tews political subdivision, shall
be fineg not more than $166-66 $200.00.

§ 2013. NALSE ANSWER AS TO RIGHT TO VOTE

A persoN who knowingly gives a false answer or information to the
presiding offi§er at a local, primary, or general election or to the authority

present to decid upon the qualifications of voters, touching a person’s right to
vote at such electiQn, shall be fined not more than $100-66 $200.00.

§ 2014. UNQUALINED PERSON VOTING

A person, knowing Ypat he or she is not a qualified voter, who votes at a
age—o hoo\—di meeting—or—a local, primary, or general
electlon for an officer to N elected at sueh—meenngﬁr that election shall be
fined not more than $166-66%200.00.

§ 2015. FRAUDULENT VOTING

A person who personates anotfgr, living or dead, and gives or offers to give
a vote in the name of sueh that otfr person or glves or offers to give a vote
under a fictitious name at a town Rge-orschool¢ meeting-ora local,
primary, or general election; for an oNjcer to be elected at se|eIq—|11ﬁ1<-3(—3ﬂ|4§|—91C
that election; shall be imprisoned not myre than one year or fined not more
than $106-00 $200.00, or both.

§ 2016. AIDING UNQUALIFIED VOTER TONVOTE

A person who wituHy willfully aids or abety\a person who is not a duly
qualified voter in voting or attempting to vote at & local, primary, or general
election shall be fined not more than $100-00 $200.08.

§2017. UNDUE INFLUENCE

A person who attempts by bribery, threats, or any\undue influence to
dictate, control, or alter the vote of a freeman or freewomaNabout to be given
at a local, primary, or general election shall be fined not moré&\than $200.00.

§ 2018. USING INTOXICATING LIQUOR TO INFLUENCE VOJES

A person who, directly or indirectly, gives intoxicating liquor t\a freeman
or freewoman with intent to influence his or her vote at ar a local, pNmary, or

general election speeified-inr-section-2017-of this-title or as a reward fox voting

as previously directed; shall be fined not more than $200.00.

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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~ 2010 1Y (D () \ - IR D] N\ () \

A person who, prior to an a local, primary, or general election, willfully
defdces or destroys any list of candidates posted in accordance with law or,
duriry an that election, willfully defaces, tears down, removes, or destroys any
card pdgted for the instruction of voters or, during an that election, willfully
removes §r destroys any of the supplies or conveniences furnished to enable a
voter to prdpare his or her ballot or willfully hinders the voting of others; shall
be fined $50R2 $200.00.

§ 2020. © \ APD NG TO PRIMAR CTHON

alaWalda i aVald v ) aYa O 074 and 0 019 o a e sha =Tala
andidatesfornominatioNby-primary-election: [Repealed.]
8§ 2021. DESTROYING CERN oA OF-NOMINATHON PRIMARY
ELECTION DOCUMENTS; ANTERATION OR DELAY OF
BALLOTS

willfully defaces or destroys a primary
omination paper or any part thereof, or
any letter of assent or of withdrawa|, or who files a primary petition, a
certificate of nomination, nomination ‘Raper, letter of assent, or letter of
withdrawal; knowing the same or any par\thereof to be falsely made, or who
suppresses a primary petition, certificate & nomination, nomination paper,
letter of assent, or letter of withdrawal or aNy part thereof; which has been
filed, or forges or falsely makes the official endorsement upon a
ballot to be used at a primary or at an election or\yvillfully destroys or defaces
such a ballot or willfully delays the delivery of sd¢h ballots; shall be fined
$100-00 $200.00.

A person who falsely makes
petition, certificate of nomination, o

* * * Definitions * * *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2103 is amended to read:
§ 2103. DEFINITIONS

As used in this title, unless the context or a specific definithn requires a
different reading:

* * *

(4) “Australian ballot system” means the technique of having th} polls
open for voting on specified and warned matters during a warned, exteqded
period which may be during or after a municipal meeting, or both.
“Australian ballot” means a uniformly printed ballot, typically confined to t

VT LEG #284738 v.1A
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the Australlan ballot System T) he term “Austmlzan ballot mcludes any
& ballots counted by a vote tabulator approved for use in any

* kx *

“Political subdivision” means any county, municipality (including
and villages), representative district, senatorial district, school
district, fire\district, water, sewer or utility district, ward, and any

State.

* * *

N ” means a town officer elected pursuant to 24 M-S-A-
§712(2) section 2646 of\is title or otherwise elected or appointed by law and

* * *

(41) “Voter registrationNggency” or “agency” means all state offices
that provide public assistance, Qll state offices that provide state-funded

the departments—of taxes-and-unemploymen_compen > Departments of
Taxes and of Labor and offlces that prowde services to persons with
disabilities other than those that provide statd&funded programs primarily
engaged in providing services to persons with disa\lities.

* * *

(43) “Vote tabulator” means a machine that regiNers and counts paper
ballots and includes optical scan tabulators.

* * * Revisions of Checklists and Voter RegistratioQ * * *

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. chapter 43, subchapter 2 is amended to read:
Subchapter 2. Registration of Voters
§ 2141. POSTING OF CHECKLIST

(a) At least 30 days before any local, primary, or general election t
clerk shall cause copies of the most recent checklist of the persons quali
vote to be posted in two or more public places in the town political subdivisy
in addition to being posted at the town clerk’s office; however, in a ZO‘N
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h, dmon to the one posted in the town clerk s off ice need be posted.

) Upon the checklist shall be stated against the name of each voter, if
possiNle, the street and number of each voter’s residence; and otherwise the
mailind\ address of each voter’s residence. Fhe—town—elerk—shall—make

alla, ala a ala ogetne A N a a a' ‘ala ala ala ala
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of-charge—Agdditions or amendments to the checklist may be attached to the
checklist by mejns of a separate list. Copies-of-the listshall-be-made-avalable

(c) The town c¥rk shall make available a copy of the list, together with
lists of corrections aN additions when made:

(1) to the chair}f\each political party in the political subdivision, upon
request, free of charge;

(2) to officers with whQm primary petitions are filed under section 2357
of this title, free of charge; an

(3) to any other person, upyn request, at cost.
§2142. REVISION OF CHECKLI

(@) The town clerk shall call such\peetings of the board of civil authority
as may be necessary before an election\or at other times for revision of the
checklist. At least one meeting shall taky place after the deadline for filing
applications and before the day of an eleXion, unless no applications have
been filed which could take effect before that Mgction.

(b) Notice of a meeting, along with a copy oN\the most recent checklist and
a separate list of names which have been challexged and may be removed,
shall be posted in two or more public places withiN each voting district and

lodged in the town clerk’s office.

(¢) A quorum of the board of civil authority shay be as provided in
subdivision 2103(5) of this title, and written notice shall B¢ provided to each
member as established in 24 V.S.A. § 801.

§ 2143. POLITICAL REPRESENTATION ON BOARD OF CI
AUTHORITY

(@) If the board of civil authority of any political subdivisio\ does not
contain at least three members of each major political party; and We party
committee or at least three voters request increased representation Xor an
underrepresented major political party; by filing a written request witN the
clerk of the political subdivision, the legislative body shall appoint from a \st
of names submitted to it by the underrepresented party a sufficient number
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prty’s membership on the board to three. A person’s name shall not be
sulpitted unless he or she consents to serve if appointed.

(b)\The persons so appointed shall have the same duties and authority with
respect Xp elections as have other members of the board;—they, but those
persons sMll have no authority with respect to functions of the board of civil
authority wiNgh are not related to elections.

* * *

§ 2144b. ADDITIQNS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK

(@) A town clerk\shall review all applications to the voter checklist and
shall approve those appNjcations that meet the requirements of this chapter and
ection—2103-of this-title\ Once approved, application information shall be
added to the statewide vot& checklist on an expedited basis. If an applicant
has failed upon the date of e election to provide any information required
upon the application form purshant to section 2145 of this title, the town clerk
shall notify the applicant that the\form was incomplete and the applicant may
provide the information on or befor&\the date of the election.

* *

§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS

* * *

(c) A board of civil authority or town cler\may not require a person to
complete any form other than that approved OQder subsection (a) of this
section or section 2145a of this title; nor may the Roard of civil authority or
the town clerk require all applicants or any partidylar class or group of
applicants to appear personally before a meeting of the\poard or routinely or
as a matter of policy require applicants to submit additiQnal information to
verify or otherwise support the information contained in the ®pplication form.

(d) When the board of civil authority acts on an applicatiorNjo add a name
to the checklist, it or, upon request of the board, the town clerk sNall notify the
applicant by returning one copy of the completed application to thy applicant
and shall send one copy of the completed application to the town in Which the
applicant was last registered to vote, whether within or without the sta¥ State
of Vermont, before adding the applicant’s name and mailing address 1\ the
checklist. The original application shall be filed in the office of the town cle
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VEHICLES

* kx *

(d)\The department-of-motor-vehicles Department of Motor Vehicles shall

§ 2145b. VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES
(a) Each voter registratioNagency shall:

* * *

(3) Accept completed volRr registration applications and transmit
completed applications to the Secretary of State not later
than 10 days after the date of acceNance. In the case of an application
accepted within five days before the chagklist is closed under section 2144 of
this title for a primary or general election\the application shall be transmitted
to the secretary-ofstate Secretary of State niX later than five days after the date
of acceptance or before the close of the checki¥t, whichever is sooner.

* k% %
8 2145c. SUBMISSION OF VOTER REGIS'I%VON FORMS BY OTHER

PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS \a
Any person or any organization other than a voter rdgistration agency that

accepts a_completed voter registration form on behalf & an applicant shall
submit that form to the town clerk of the town of that applant not later than
seven days after the date of acceptance. In the case of an apBﬁcation accepted
within five days before the checklist is closed under section 2\4 of this title
for a primary or general election, the application shall be tran§mitted to the
town clerk of the town of the applicant not later than five days afteNthe date of
acceptance or before the close of the checklist, whichever is sooner.
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(Town/C|ty)

having met on ........ccccceevvvveiiens, 28 e to consider applications for addition
to the checklist, have has found prodable cause, as stated below, to reject the
application of ... N

(Name)

Cause for rejection:
(a) AGE:

(b) CITIZENSHIP:
(¢c) VOTER'S OATH:
(d) RESIDENCE:

The Board of Civil Authority will meet on the \.............. day of
.................... , 20 .o, at e 0'clock at theXollowing location:

appear before the Board. You may present any information &y witnesses you
wish at that time, or you may appeal directly to any superior oNdistrict judge
in this county or district.

Town Clerk or Chairman
of Civil Authorit
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Xdelivered, the board of civil authority shall proceed to remove the person’s
naxee from the checklist in the manner set forth in section 2150 of this title.
§ 21N. ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST

(@) Rursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board of civil authority or,
upon regoest of the board, the town clerk shall add to the checklist posted in
the town clek’s office the names of the voters added and the names omitted by
mistake; and Yoall strike the names of persons not entitled to vote. The list so
corrected shall'Rot be altered except by:

(1) adding
judge on appeal;

e names of persons as directed by any superior or district

(2) adding the nymes of persons who are legal voters at the election but
whose names are further\discovered to be omitted from the completed checklist
solely through inadvertency or error;

(3) adding the name§ of persons who present a copy of a valid
application for addition to the ¥ecklist of that town that was submitted before
the deadline for applications andwho otherwise are qualified to be added to
the checklist;

(4) adding, at the polling placé\the names of persons who sign a sworn
affidavit prepared by the Secretary of State that they
completed and submitted a valid applicaion for addition to the checklist of
that town before the deadline for applicatiogs and who otherwise are qualified
to be added to the checklist;

(5) subdividing the checklist as provideY in section 2501 of this title,
including the transfer of names of voters who h{ve moved within a town in
which they are already registered from one voting istrict within that town to
another; or

(6) adding the names of persons who subNitted an incomplete
application before the deadline for application; and\who provide that
information on or before election day.

(b) Any correction or transfer may be accomplished at any time until the
closing of the polls on election day. Each voter has primary reNponsibility to
ascertain that his or her name is properly added to and retayped on the
checklist.
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(@) When a voter from one tewn political subdivision becomes a resident of
andXher tewn political subdivision and is placed on the checklist there, the
town¢lerk shall send one copy of the voter registration application form or
other Official notice to the clerk of the tewn political subdivision where the
voter waNformerly a resident, and that clerk shall strike the voter’s name from
the checkli\{ of that tewn political subdivision. Likewise, when a town clerk
receives a coRy of the death certificate of a voter, public notice of the death of
a voter, or offiyjal notice from the department-of-metor-vehicles Department of
Motor Vehicles Wat a voter has authorized his or her address to be changed
for voting purposes, the clerk shall strike the voter’s name from the checklist.
A town clerk shall alo strike from the checklist the name of any voter who files
a written request that Njs or her name be stricken.

(b) The board of civ\authority at any time may consider the eligibility of
persons on the checklist wWNom the board believes may be deceased, may have
moved from the municipalitf\ or may be registered in another place and may
remove names of persons noNonger qualified to vote. However, the board
shall not remove any name from the checklist except in accordance with the
procedures in subsection (d) of tiZ\s section, and any systematic program for
removing names from the checklist Yaall be completed at least 90 days before
an election.

(c) In addition to any actions it takeunder subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, by September 15 of each odd-Numbered year the board of civil
authority shall review the most recent checNist name by name and consider,
for each person whose name appears on the &ecklist, whether that person is
still qualified to vote. In every case where the Roard of civil authority or the
town clerk is unable to determine under subdivi§ions (d)(1) and (2) of this
section that a person is still qualified to vote, the BQard of civil authority or,
upon request of the board, the town clerk shall sen®a written notice to the
person and take appropriate action as provided in subadisions (d)(3) through
(5) of this section. The intent is that when this process is\¢ompleted there will
have been some confirmation or indication of continued Nligibility for each
person whose name remains on the updated checklist.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, aNgoard of civil
authority shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordagce with the
following procedure:

(1) If the board of civil authority is satisfied that a voteN whose
eligibility is being considered is still qualified to vote in the municipalhy, the
voter’s name shall remain on the checklist, and no further action shal\ be
taken.
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Qter is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the board shall attempt to
deXrmine with certainty what the true status of the voter’s eligibility is. The
boaN of civil authority may consider and rely upon official and unofficial
public\records and documents, including but—net—limited—to; telephone
directorks, city directories, newspapers, death certificates, obituary (or other
public noNge of death), tax records, and any checklist or checklists showing
persons who\voted in any election within the last four years. The board of civil
authority may\also designate one or more persons to attempt to contact the
voter personall), Any voter whom the board of civil authority finds through
such inquiry to b&\eligible to remain on the checklist shall be retained without
further action being\taken. The name of any voter proven to be deceased shall
be removed from the &aecklist.

(3) If after conditing its inquiry the board of civil authority or town
clerk is unable to locateN\a voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the
inquiry reveals facts indicatag that the voter may no longer be eligible to vote
in the municipality, the board\of civil authority or, upon request of the board,
the town clerk shall send a writn notice to the voter. The notice shall be sent
by first class mail to the most rd¢ent known address of the voter asking the
voter to verify his or her current &igibility to vote in the municipality. The
notice shall be sent with the requirey United States Postal Service language
for requesting change of address inforation. Enclosed with the notice shall
be a postage paid pre-addressed returrNform on which the voter may reply
swearing or affirming the voter’s cuiXent place of residence as the
municipality in question or alternatively cypsenting to the removal of the
voter’s name. The notice required by this siKsection shall also include the
following:

(A) A statement informing the voter that I\the voter has not changed
his or her residence, or if the voter has changed his\gr her residence but the
change was within the area covered by the checklist, Yoe voter should return
the form to the town clerk’s office on or before the Xate upon which the
checklist is closed under section 2144 of this title. The Xatement shall also
inform the voter that if he or she fails to return the form a\ provided in this
subdivision, written affirmation of the voter’s address shall be\equired before
the voter is permitted to vote.

(B) Information concerning how the voter can registeN\to vote in
another state or another municipality within this state State.

(4) If the voter confirms in writing that the voter has changed his\gr her
residence to a place outside the area covered by the checklist, the boaxd of
civil authority shall remove the voter’s name from the checklist.
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) rsuant to subd|V|5|on (3) of thls subsectlon the board of CIVI| authorlty shaII
reove the voter’s name from the checklist on the day after the second general
elecon following the date of such notice, if the voter has not voted or
appeaNed to vote in an election since the notice was sent or has not otherwise
demonsiXated his or her eligibility to remain on the checklist.

* kx *

*** Party Organization * * *
Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A\& 2321 is amended to read:
§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “representating district committee” of a party shall consist of those
members of the town coy m|ttee reS|d|ng in a representative district—as-finaty
established-by-the-legislXive-apportionment-board. A representative district
committee may encompass ¥ss than an entire town or may extend across town
lines. Such a committee shaMelect its own officers when called upon to meet,
but it need not meet unless reg\ired to perform some function under this title.
Any three members may call thg first meeting by giving at least five days
written notice to all other membersy thereafter, the committee shall meet at the
call of the chair.

** * Nomirgtions * * *
Sec. 5. [Deleted.] SrA5-235 - is-amNaded-to-Lead
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A primary eleCttron~shall be held on the fotxth first Tuesday in August in
each even-numbered year for The~seigation of Nandidates of major political
parties for all offices to be voted for at the sUccesadQ general electlon except
candldates for preadent Pre5|dent and e—pre ,.. w= ii dent of the

Sec 617\ S A 823068 icamoendedtorcad.
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NOMINARLON
(@) Primary pétsegs for major party candldates and ¥atements of
nomination frem for minor party~cgndidates {

be filed no sooner than the second-MontawdnMay fourth Monday inM\pril and
not later than 5:00 p.m. on the second-Thursdayafte i i
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hddonday in April and not later than three days after the

da¥e of the primary election as SeTforsk-in section 2351 of this chapter.
(B\ A petition or statement of nomination shall app he election
T NRTT = : T —
Sec. 6. 1AV.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read:
8 2356. IME FOR FILING PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OF
NOMINATIO

(@) Primar
nomination frem f
be filed no sooner t
p.m. on the second
primary election prescri
than 5:00 p.m. of the 62n

(b) Statements of nominayon for independent candidates shall be filed no
sooner than the second Monda&in May and not later than three days after the
date of the primary election presb(ibed by section 2351 of this chapter.

petitions for major party candidates and statements of
minor party candidates and-independent-candidates shall
n the second Monday in May and not later than 5:00
rsday after the first Monday in June preceding the
d by section 2351 of this title chapter, and not later
ay prior to the day of a special primary election.

(c) A petition or statement of}qmination shall apply only to the election
cycle in which the petition or statemeN; of nomination is filed.

Sec. 7. [Deleted.] AN S-is-apRclec-to-toack

d. In such case,
five days after the date
for filing petitions. However, supplementary petit\Qs shall no\be accepted if
petitions with signatures of different persons totalifsat least\he required
number were not received by the filing deadline.

(c) A signature shall not count for the purpose of meeting the TegqUyements
of section 2355 of this title if the officer with whom primary petitions ar&iled:

corRot-toentiithe-nane-0ithe-0erson-who-sighed-o \
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After the primaryieesan s conducted;:

(1) the canvaing committee TOT —Stete~and national offices and
statewide public questiogs shall meet at 10 a.m. enre—week=sh=the second
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questionS-akd_ state senator sha meet at 10 a.m. on the third day following the
election—Fhe; and
(3) the canvassing commmmeas_for local offices and local public

questions, including state representatie, shah~wagt at 10 a.m on the day after
the election, except that in the cas&\of canvassing~se@mittees for state
representative in multi-town representati¥e districts, the commiti€esshall meet

=Si=bO=tr=aR=Hae=HaHec-cay-aHor=the-alaction
Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. 8§ 2370 is amended to read:
§ 2370. WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

A write-in candidate shall not qualify as a prim&ry winner unless he or she
receives at least one-half the number of votes as We number of signatures
required for his or her office on a primary petition, &cept that if a write-in
candidate receives more votes than a candidate whose PName is printed on the
ballot, he or she may qualify as a primary winner. The wr¥e-in candidate who
qualifies as a primary winner under this section must stil\ be determined a
winner under section 2369 of this title before he or she bechnes the party’s
candidate in the general election.

Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. 8 2413 is amended to read:
8 2413. NOMINATION OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
(@)(1) The party members in each town, on or before

August-in-each-even-numbered-year each primary election, upon the call

town committee, may meet in caucus and nominate candidates for justice o
peace.
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of Xhe town clerk and two other public places in the town at least five days

prio\ to the caucus. In addition, for towns with over 3,000 voters, the
commNtee shall post this notice at least one day prior to the caucus in a
newspa)er of general circulation within the town and on the municipality’s
website, iNhe municipality actively updates its website on a regular basis.

chair and secretary of the committee shall file the statements
required in se&ion 2385 of this title not later than 5:00 p.m. on the third day
following the prixary election.

(b) If it does noNhold a caucus as provided in subsection (a) of this section,
the town committee Yhall meet and nominate candidates for justices of the
peace as provided in Sgctions 2381 through 2385 of this title. At least three
days prior to this meetg, the town committee shall provide notice of the
meeting by e-mailing or mRiling committee members and by posting notice of
the meeting in the office of the town clerk and in two other public places in the
town.

(c) In any town in which a p&itical party has not formally organized, any
three members of the party who ake voters in the town may call a caucus to
nominate candidates for justice of tNe peace by giving notice as required in
subsection {&) (b) of this section. Upox meeting, the caucus shall first elect a
chairman chair and a secretary. Thefgafter the caucus shall nominate its
candidates for justice of the peace, and calge its ehairman chair and secretary
to file the statements required in section 2385 of this title not later than 5:00
p.m. on the third day following the prlmary elexgion.

. is_held-to-nominate_candNates foriustice_of the peace

cabcus: |Repealed|

* * * Standardized Ballots and Vote Tabulators * x*
Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2362 is amended to read:
§ 2362. PRIMARY BALLOTS

(@ The ballots shall be prepared and furnished to the towns\py the
secretary—of state Secretary of State and shall contain the names & all
candidates for nomination at the primary. Ballots shall be printed on irNex
stock and configured to be readable by vote tabulators. A separate ballot N
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Rbulater-ballets shall be printed in substantially the following form:
OFFICIAL VERMONT PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT

VOTY ON ONE PARTY BALLOT ONLY AND PLACE IN BALLOT BOX OR
VOTE TABULATOR

ALL OTH{R PARTY BALLOTS MUST BE PLACED IN UNVOTED BALLOT
BOX

[MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY NAME]

Instructions to voters: N o vote for a candidate whose name is printed on the
ballot, mark a cross (X)Rr fill in the oval at the right of that person’s name
and-party-designation. To\ote for a candidate whose name is not printed on
the ballot, write the person’s\aame on the blank line in the appropriate block.
When there are two or more pysons to be elected to one office, you may vote
for any number of candidates upYp and including the maximum number.

(b) Following the names of canNjdates printed on the ballot after the name
of each office to be filled; shall be as\nany blank lines for write-in candidates
as there are persons to be elected to thyt office. If no primary petition is filed
for an office or for a candidate belonging to a party, the ballot shall contain
the name of the office and blank lines for wNte-in candidates.

Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2363 is amended to read?
§ 2363. SEPARATE PARTY BALLOTS

(a) The names of all candidates of a party shall\ge printed upon one ballot.
Each section shall bear in print larger than any otfRr print on the ballot the
words VOTE IN ONE PARTY ONLY OR YOUR BALL{T WILL BE VOID in a
prominent place on the ballot. The voter shall vote forXpe candidates of one
party only. A person voting at the primary shall not be reg\ired to indicate his
party choice to any election official.

(b) AH-voting-machines-used-in-primary-clections shat-be-Sx e6
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[Repealed.]
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q A S 2471 4c Amand-d axao~d-

§R471. GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT

A)(1) A consolidated ballot shall be used at a general election, which shall
list th several candldates for the offices to be voted upon. Fhe-offices—of

alda .lA ala e-pre .ll a ala) Hied Q alhdaTa Q ala a
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’ AH1E6+HE 3 aHa “ '. ca D€ A ea A% 14 OFaEF~ The
offlces of Pre5|de t and Vlce Pre3|dent of the United States, U.S. Senator, U.S.
Representative, Gb\(ernor, Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, Secretary of
State, Auditor of AcoRunts, Attorney General, State Senator, Representative to
the General ASSemeAJudge of Probate, Assistant Judge, State’s Attorney,
Sheriff, and High Bailif\shall be listed in that order. Any statewide public
question shall also be listeN on the ballot, before the listing of all offices to be
filled.

(2) The ballot shall be pxgpared at state expense under the direction of
the secretary—of-state SecretaryN\of State. The color of the ballot shall be
determined by the seeve(ary—ef—&t‘%%iecretarv of State. The printing shall be
black. Ballots shall be printed on index stock and configured to be readable by
vote tabulators. The font shall be at leXgt 10 points for candidate names unless
a name exceeds 24 characters, in which'\ase the candidate may change his or

her consent form name to 24 characters o\less, or the font may be reduced as
needed to fit the candidate name space.

* * *

Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. § 2472 is amended to read:
8§ 2472. CONTENTS

* * *

(b)(1) Each office to be voted upon shall be sepaNately indicated and
preceded by the word “For”, as: “For United States SenaXQr.” Beneath the
office to be voted upon shall appear the instructions: “Vote JN not more than
(the number of candidates to be elected).”

and the party or parties by which the candidate has been nominated,
case of independent candidates who have not chosen some other n
identification, by the word “Independent.”
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Qter may indicate his or her choice by making a cross (X) or filling in the oval
if \gbulators are being used.
4) Ne A candidate’s name shall not appear on the ballot more than
once foxany one office.

ha nrintad in a¥a ma Torm anirad a ala

v, - v, ] v, v,

na ala' N aYal a ANNaYatla a N a alllabalaala

v, g0 G ci
Zl N a mnwhich a¥li i aVa alalla

- v v G vame T 2 cl vigivye

hi a ala) alaldaYa, Arm nama a) /] N a a a a alal ala m
O O - Ci O O

egHcegasHeeagecty i e .‘33. eHae-Shate: IReQeaIed.I

(e) _When an articl\ is to be voted on and the legislative body determines
that the article is too Ioﬁ%i)r unwieldy to show in full on the ballot, it shall be
sufficient for the ballot to\show the article by the number and title for that
article as they were listed\n the warning for the election. However, the
complete article shall be posted in a conspicuous place within each voting
booth.

Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is amendRd to read:
§ 2474. CHOICE OF PARTY

(@)(1) A person nominated by any mRans for the same office by more than
one political party may elect, not later thyn the seeend first Friday following
the primary election may-eleet, the party of\parties in which the nominee will
be a candidate. The nominee shall notify Iy writing the seeretary—of-state
Secretary of State or town clerk, as the case may be, of such choice, and only
the party or parties which the nominee so elects\shall be printed next to the
nominee’s name on the ballot.

(2) If the nominee does not notify the Secretaxy of State or the town
clerk of his or her choice of party, the Secretary of S\ate shall print on the
ballot those parties next to the nominee’s name by listin,g\za/'or parties first in
a manner to be determined by the Secretary of State.

(b) A candidate for state or congressional office who is the\aominee of two
or more political parties shall file with the seeretary-ofstate Secigtary of State,
not later than the seeend first Friday following the primary\election, a
statement designating for which party the votes cast for him or hex shall be
counted for the purposes of determining whether his or her designatjd party
shall be a major political party. The party so designated shall be t
party to be printed immediately after the candidate’s name on the ballot.
candidate does not file the statement before the second Friday following
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Nty to be printed immediately after the candidate’s name.
Sec\16. 17 V.S.A. § 2478 is amended to read:

§ 2478, NUMBER OF PAPER BALLOTS TO BE PRINTED AND
FURNISHED

(E) No—VRting—sh o n—anv—gene alection—which-—does ng a

\JRepealed.
Sec. 17. 17 V.S.ANS 2481 is added to read:
§ 2481. PRINTED BYALLOTS REQUIRED

Except in the case o\voice votes from the floor or voting at a floor meeting
by paper ballot at a Ioca\election, no voting shall occur in any local, primary,
or general election which daes not use printed ballots.

Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51}
Subchapter 3.

§ 2491. POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS; VOTE TABULAJORS

(a) A town may vote at any annuam\:pecial meeting to employ electronic
2 Syofd ines—) vote tabulalrs for the registering and counting
of votes in subsequent elections. Veting-maxhines-may-be-used-in-combination

N na _NanaA N a ala aYaYa N Na_Nrakacino Nenante
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ubchapter 3 is amended to read:
Vote Tabulators

(b)(1) The Office of the Secretary of State shall pay the following costs
associated with this section by using federal Help A%erica Vote Act funds, as

available: \a
(A) full purchase and warranty cost of vote tabNators, ballot boxes,

and two memory cards for each town; \c
(B) annual maintenance costs of vote tabulators for each town; and

(C) the first $500.00 of the first pair of a vote tabulalRr’s memory
cards’ configuration costs for each primary and general election. \
cowred by

(2) A town shall pay the remainder of any cost not
subdivision (1) of this subsection.
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JABULATORS

(a\ The secretary—of-state Secretary of State shall adopt rules governing
the useNand the selection of any veting—machine vote tabulator in the state
State. Thage rules shall include requirements that:

(1) AW municipalities that have voted to use a veting—machine vote
tabulator shal\ use a uniform voting machine approved by the seeretary—of
state Secretary o State.

(2)(A) The Necretary—of-state Secretary of State shall provide for the
security of veting-maxhines vote tabulators at all times. Veting-machines Vote
tabulators, not includiNg the ballot box portion, shall be locked in a vault or a
secure location at all tN\nes when not in use. The seeretary—ef-state—may
Secretary of State shall c\pduct a random postelection audit of any polling
place election results for a Wimary or general election within 30 days of the
election.

(B) If the seeretary Secigtary determines that a random audit shall be
conducted of the election results if\a town or city, the town clerk shall direct
two members of the board of civil aXhority to transport the ballot bags to the
office of the secretary—of-state Secrédary not later than 10:00 a.m. on the
morning when the seeretary Secretary h¥s scheduled the audit. The seeretary
Secretary shall open the ballot bags and c\nduct the audit in the same manner
as ballots are counted under sections 2581 Yarough 2588 of this title chapter.
The secretary-ofstate Secretary shall publicly Ynnounce the results of the audit
as well as the results from the original returr\of the vote. If the seeretary
Secretary finds that the audit indicates that thel§ was possible fraud in the
count or return of votes, the-seeretary he or she st\ll refer the results to the

attorney-general Attorney General for possible prosecytion.

(3) All veting-machines vote tabulators shall be se\to reject a ballot that
contains an overvote and provide the voter the opportNity to correct the
overvote, have the ballot declared spoiled, and obtain andper ballot. If an
early voter absentee ballot contains an overvote, the electiogQs official shall
override the veting-machine vote tabulator and count all races except any race
that contains an overvote.

(4) All veting—machines vote tabulators shall be set not\to reject
undervotes.

§\\493. RULES FOR USE OF VOHNG-MACHINES VOTE

(5) Establish a process for municipalities using veting-machine)\vote
tabulators, whereby markings on ballots that are unreadable by a macN\ne
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Qme polltlcal party, to ballots that are readable by the machlne

) Each veting-machine vote tabulator shall be tested using official ballots
that Xe marked clearly as “test ballots” at least 10 days prior to an election.

() e same vote tabulator used in any local, primary, or general election
shall notbe used in a recount of that election.

(d) A>Qte tabulator shall be a stand-alone device that shall not be
connected to NW other device or connections such as wireless connections,
cable connectio?te, cellular telephones, or telephone lines.

(e) A municipa\jty only may use a vote tabulator as provided in this title
which registers and\gounts votes cast on paper ballots and which otherwise
meets the requirement\of this title. A municipality shall not use any type of
voting machine on which\a voter casts his or her vote.

§ 2494. CONSTRUCTIONNVITH OTHER LAWS

(a) Except as this subchajter affects the method of registering votes and
ascertaining the result, the lawS\of this state State pertaining to elections shall
be applicable. The laws pertaining to early or absentee voters shall in no way
be affected by this subchapter, and Xptes cast by early or absentee voters shall

be counted with votes registered couned on veting-machines vote tabulators.

(b) In towns using veting—machineg vote tabulators, the board of civil
authority may vote to open polling places\at 5:00 a.m., provided that at least
three elections officials are present, two of Whom are from different parties. If
all early voter absentee ballots have not Reen deposited into the veting
machines vote tabulators before the closing & the polls at 7:00 p.m., the
elections officials shall continue to deposit ballots\ysing the same procedure as
provided in subsection 2561(b) of this title, treatlQg each ballot as a voter
waiting to cast his or her ballot at the close of the pol

§ 2495. FORM-OF BALLOT
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TRANSFER OF PAPER BALLOTS FROM VOTE TABULATORS

e presiding officer, with the assistance of at least two election officials,
may Xansfer voted ballots from the box attached to the veting-machine vote
tabulatyr to another secure ballot box or secured ballot bag whenever
necessarXduring election day in order to allow the machine vote tabulator to
continue ta\{unction properly.

a s Y A D o A - mfalm ) mimPa alm

LATORS IN REC(,)UNTS AND FOR CONDUCTING

O O

(a) The Secretaxof State by January 15, 2014 shall report to the Senate
and House CommitteeNMGovernment Operations on:

(1) his or her pr&ose cess for using vote tabulators in recounts
and for the certification & vote twators. The Secretary shall consider
whether and under what circymstances aYswn may be permitted to conduct a
recount by counting ballots by Nand in lieu of Udg vote tabulators; and

(2) his or her proposed progess for conducMits of elections. The
Secretary shall specifically consideNhe use of risk-limitiths.

(b) In considering the processess\( forth in subdivisions (a)( d (2) of
this section, the Secretary shall consul}\with stakeholders interested Mse

[aldaValaldal
[T TTooTor

Sec. 19. SECRETARY OF STATE; REPORTQN PROCESSES FOR USING
VOTE TABULATORS IN RECOUNTS; FOR CQNDUCTING AUDITS; AND
FOR VOTING BY MAIL

(a) The Secretary of State by January 15, 201Ashall report to the Senate
and House Committees on Government Operations o?x

(1) his or her proposed process for using vote\abulators in_recounts
and for the certification of vote tabulators. The SectXtary shall consider
whether and under what circumstances a town may be perNitted to conduct a
recount by counting ballots by hand in lieu of using vote tabuhtors;

(2) his or her proposed process for conducting audits ohslections. The
Secretary shall specifically consider the use of risk-limiting audits\,\and

(3) statistics regarding increased voter participation\{n other
jurisdictions which use voting by mail and the feasibility and\ost of
implementing voting by mail in this State.
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Qis section, the Secretary shall consult with stakeholders interested in those

DIACESSES.
Sec. AD. 17 V.S.A. § 2535 is amended to read:

8 2535.\F-ORM OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS AND
ENVELORES; FEDERAL OR MILITARY REQUIREMENTS

* kx *

(b) If necesy ry, speC|aI ballots may be prepared e#—suehﬁlﬁeitenw,te{gh%ef

S to conform yith minimum pestal—muﬂapy—na\m_an’—fwee—er—eme;

federal or military régulations and orders covering the transportation of such
ballots, provided that We text is identical in substance, except as to type size,
with that appearing on ti¢ official ballots.

Sec.21. 17 V.S.A. 8§ 2567 i\amended to read:

§2567 S DING VVOTRS ONVOTINGMACEHN m
SYSTEMS FOR VOTERG WITH DISABILITIES

%hee;e%eﬁh&ga&rélt&w |Regealed |

(b) All polling places, regardless of whethd the municipality has voted to
use—a-voting-machine-pursuant-to-section-2492Aof this-title; shall possess at
least one votlng system approved by the seeretarxof-state Secretary of State
equipped for individuals with disabilities, includingN\accessibility for the blind
and visually impaired, to vote independently and privaxly.

Sec. 22. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read:
8§ 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE

In towns using—paper—ballots that do not use vote tabuldtors, the ballot
boxes shall not be opened nor the ballots counted before the {losing of the
polls. In towns using vetirg—machines vote tabulators, the madine counts
shall not be viewed or printed before the closing of the polls.
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§R583. OFFICIAL CHECKLIST TO BE TALLIED
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heets: [Repealed.]
Sec. 24. 17 V.Q\A. § 2701 is amended to read:
§2701. PRESIDENNTIAL PRIMARY; TIME OF HOLDING

In presidential egction years, a presidential primary for each major
political party shall beN\aeld in all municipalities on the first Tuesday in March.
The secretary-of state Segretary of State shall prepare and distribute for use at
the primary an official ba)qxfc:r each party for which one or more candidates

m a \ Via N a a

qualify for the placing of th\jr names on the ballot under section 2702 of this
title. Ballots shall be printedYn index stock and configured to be readable by
vote tabulators.

***P

ing Places * * *

Sec. 25. 17 V.S.A. § 2502 is amended\o read:

8 2502. LOCATION OF POLLING PL
(a) Each polling place shall be located

(b) The board of civil authority shall tak
to assure that elderly and handicapped voters\nay conveniently and secretly
cast their votes. Measures which may be takeéQ shall include,—but—are—net
Himited—to: location of polling places on the gi\Qund floor of a building;
providing ramps, elevators, or other facilities for acsgess to the polling place;
providing a stencil overlay for ballots; providing a sepyrate polling place with
direct communication to the main polling place; and permitting election
officials to carry a ballot to a handicapped or elderly persdQ in order to permit
that person to mark the ballot while in a motor vehicle adjasgnt to the polling
place. For purposes of this subsection, the board of civil authgrity shall have
full jurisdiction on the day of an election over the premises at wich a polling
place is located.

a public place within the town.
uch measures as are necessary

(c)(1) Thirty days prior to a local, primary, or general election\the town
clerk shall submit to the Secretary of State a list of polling places W\hln the
municipality that will be used in that election. The list shall include the\aame
of the polling location, its physical address, and the time the polling place\vill

open.
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wan 30 days prior to an election in cases of emergency. If a municipality
ch\nges the location of a polling place less than 30 days prior to the election,
the dwn clerk shall notify the Secretary of State within 24 hours of the change
and pN\ovide the new polling place information. The Secretary of State shall
inform Ne state chairs of Vermont’s major political parties of any changes
made to pNlling places that he or she is aware of made less than 30 days prior
to an electioy.

(3) TheRecretary of State shall provide on his or her official website a
list of polling pléces that will be used in any primary or general election within
the State.

* * Early or Absentee Voters * * *
Sec. 26. 17 V.S.A. § 25X is amended to read:
§ 2532. APPLICATIONS;\;ORM

(@)(1) An early or abseNtee voter, or an authorized family member or
health care provider acting in Nge voter’s behalf, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot by telephone, in person, or in writing. “Family member” here
means a person’s spouse, children\prothers, sisters, parents, spouse’s parents,
grandparents, and spouse’s grandpXents. Any other authorized person may
apply in writing or in person.

(2) The application shall be in subNantially the following form:
REQUEST FOR EARLY VOTER\ABSENTEE BALLOT

Name of early or absentee voter:
Current address: \

Residence (if different): \

Date: \

If applicant is other than early or absentee voter: \
Name of applicant:

Address of applicant: \
Relationship to early or absentee voter: \

Organization, if applicable: \

Date: Signature of applicant: \

&2)}3) If the application is made by telephone or in writing\ the
information supplied must be in substantial conformance with the informatign
requested on this form.
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rly or absentee voter shall be fined not more than

autiorizatio

$100h0 per violation for the fIF i ions; not more than $500.00 per
violatio\for the fourth through ninth violations; an an $1,000.00

tionc

LA AR

(a)(1) A}w person who applies for an early voter absentee ballot knowing it
is without auNorization from the early or absentee voter shall be fined not
more than $100\00 per violation for the first three violations:; not more than
$500.00 per violXion for the fourth through ninth violations; and not more
than $1,000.00 per Xjolation for the tenth and subsequent violations.

(2) The Attorn&y General or a state’s attorney, whenever he or she has
reason to believe any\{:lrson to be or to have been in violation of this
provision, may conduct a jvil investigation in accordance with the procedures
set forth in section 2806 of Ns title.

Sec. 27. 17V.S.A. 82534 is a
§ 2534. LIST OF EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTERS

(a) The Secretary of State shall \Raintain on his or her official state website
a_statewide list of early or abser\ee voters for each primary election,
presidential primary election, and genexal election. The list shall contain the
state voter identification, name, registraNon address, address the ballot was
mailed to, and legislative district of each vo¥er.

(b) Upon receipt of the valid applications t\e town clerk shall makea-tist-of
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office—and;,—on—election—day—in—each-polling—plaegin-the-town update the
Secretary of State’s statewide list of early or abseNee voters by a method
approved by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 28. 17 V.S.A. § 2546 is amended to read:

§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLO
BALLOT BOX

(@)(1)(A) No sooner than 30 days before the opening of pol
day, the town clerk of a municipality with at least 300 registered
checklist may direct two election officials working together to open t
envelope in order to sort early voter absentee ballots by ward and dist
data enter the return of the ballots by the voter, may determine th
certificate has been signed, and may place the inside envelopes in varius
secure containers to be transported to the polling places on election day.

2Va
7 G

on election
ters on its
outside
t, may
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day, a town clerk in aII other mun|C|paI|t|es may direct two electlon off|C|aIs
woxking together to open the outside envelope and remove the certificate
envedppe in order to determine that an early voter absentee ballot certificate
has begn properly signed by the early voter, and that the name of the early
voter apgears on the checklist.

(2) N\e election officials shall check the name of the early voter off the
entrance chagklist and place the sealed envelope into a secure container
marked ‘“checNed in early voter absentee ballots” to be transported to the
polling place on{lection day.

(3) Upon 0Ogening of the polls on election day, ballots from this
container shall be odgned by election officials, who are not members of the
same political party, aNd deposited either into the ballot box or into the vetirg
machine vote tabulator.

(b) The town clerk or Wresiding officer shall deliver the unopened early
voter absentee ballots to the Wection officials at the place where the entrance
checklist is located.

(1) If the ballots are in a\container marked “checked in early voter
absentee ballots,” two election offixials from different political parties shall
open the envelopes and deposit the baNots into the ballot box or into the veting
machine vote tabulator.

(2) If the ballots have not been pxeviously checked off the entrance
checklist and if an election official deterines that the certificate on the
envelope is signed by the early voter, the naNe of the early voter appears on
the checklist, and the early voter is not a firstXjme voter in the municipality
who registered by mail, the election official shall\park the checklist, open the
envelope, and deposit the ballot in the proper balQt box or veting-machine
vote tabulator.

(3) If the early voter is a first-time voter who rygistered by mail, the
election official shall determine whether the identificaNon required under
subdivision 2563(1) of this title has been submitted by Xpe voter. Upon
ascertaining that the proper identification has been submitted\y the voter, the
election official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, agd deposit the
ballot in the proper ballot box or vetinrg-machine vote tabulator. \§ the proper
identification has not been submitted, the ballot shall be tregted as a
provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter.

(c) All early voter absentee ballots shall be commingled with the baNpts of
voters who have voted in person.
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.29. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read:
8§ 2588. FILING RETURNS

(@) \\n towns that count all ballots by hand, as the count of votes for each
office or\public question is completed, the presiding officer and at least one
\on official shall collect the tally sheets, enter the totals shown on
the tally she&{s upon the summary sheets, add and enter the sum of the figures,
and sign the Yummary sheets. As each summary sheet is completed, the
presiding officeNghall publicly announce the results.

(b) In towns thX use vote tabulating-machines tabulators, after the close of
the polls and after |l remaining absentee or transfer ballots have been fed
into the machine vote\abulator, the presiding officer shall insert the ender
card and the tabulator Will print a tape of unofficial results. The presiding
officer shall print at leas\two additional copies of the tabulator tape. The
unofficial results from the thpe may be publicly announced, and one copy of
the printed tape may be posted\in the polling place upon a placard that clearly
states: “Unofficial incomplete

(c)(1)_The town clerk shall imn¥diately report the unofficial vote counts of
all candidates whose names appeareN on the ballot to the Secretary of State by
electronically submitting the vote cohts on the Secretary’s online elections
reporting system or, if unable to submit dectronically, by submitting those vote
counts to the Secretary of State by telephoe, facsimile, or email.

(2) The Secretary shall ensure tha\ any vote counts submitted by
telephone, facsimile, or email are entered i?l(o his or her online elections
reporting system as soon as practicable after heb( she receives them.

(3) The Secretary’s online elections reportgg system shall cause the
unofficial vote counts to be posted immediately oﬁ\the Secretary’s official
website as soon as those vote counts are submitted.

(d) The presiding officer and one other election offici
either to complete the return at once, or to store the summaXy sheets in a safe
and secure place until their retrieval for completion of the\return. In any
event, no later than 24 hours after the polls close, the presidind\officer and at
least one other election official shall transfer the totals from ¥e summary
sheets to the proper spaces on the return, and both shall sign the Igturn. The
town clerk shall store the summary sheets safely so that the publk cannot
reasonably have access to them for a period of 90 days without thg town
clerk’s consent. The original of the return shall be delivered to the town Nlerk.
In a manner prescribed by the seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State and wiXJi
48 hours of the close of the polls, the town clerk shall deliver to the

then shall proceed
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Not later'Ypan 60 days after the a primary election, presidential primary, or

general electi§n, the town clerk shall indicate on the town or municipal
checklist of theN\tatewide checklist each voter’s participation, participation
method, and poli§cal party of ballot taken, if applicable, in the primary
election, presidentia\, primary, or general election by a method approved by

the seemt&we#state&cretarv of State.

*** Recounts * * *

Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. chapter N1, subchapter 9 is amended to read:

Subchapter 9. Recounts and Contest of Elections
§ 2601. RECOUNTS

(a) In an election for statewide Rffice, county office, or state senator, if the
difference between the number of voxs cast for a winning candidate and the
number of votes cast for a losing candidate is less than two percent of the total
votes cast for all the candidates for an ofNge, divided by the number of persons
to be elected, that losing candidate shall Nave the right to have the votes for
that office recounted.

(b) In an election for all other offices, if the\{ifference between the number
of votes cast for a winning candidate and the numXer of votes cast for a losing
candidate is less than five percent of the total votecast for all the candidates
for an office, divided by the number of persons t\ be elected, that losing
candidate shall have the right to have the votes for that\gffice recounted.

§ 2602. PROCEDURE FOR RECOUNTS

* k% %

(c) The superior court shall set an early date for the recouNt, notifying all
candidates at least five days in advance. The court shall order tRe town clerk
or clerks having custody of the ballots to be recounted to-appeint-Nvo-election
officials-who-are-not-members-of the-same political-party-who-shaN or their
designees to transport them to the county clerks of their respective dpunties
before the day set for the recount. County clerks shall store all ballots, ¥ill in
their sealed containers, in their vaults until the day of the recount. The cRurt
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(i) N he secretary-of state Secretary of State shall bear the costs of recounts

coverea\nder this chapter.

* x *

(@) The connty clerk shall supervise the recount and may appoint a
sufficient numberN\f impartial assistants to perform appropriate tasks which
have not been assigNed to recount committee members. The county clerk shall
recruit town clerks t§ serve as impartial assistants to the county clerk for
operating the vote tabMators. The county clerk shall store all ballots, still in
their sealed containers, ifNais or her vault until the day of the recount.

* * *

8 2602c. PREPARATION FOR\RECOUNT

(a) Before the recount beginy\ the county clerk shall explain the recount
procedures which are to be followgd and shall answer questions relating to
such procedures. The county clerk s\all use volunteer town clerks to operate
and instruct on the use of vote tabulatol.

(b) Fhe Each recount
one container before
its table, shall recount the contents of all the
place before moving to those of another pollin
recount for one town before moving to material r

* * *

team shall recount the contents of
opening another container at
ntainers relating to one polling
lace, and shall complete the
ting to another town.

8§ 2602f. FHRSTFALLY RECOUNT BY VOTE TABULAYOR

Machine- readable ballots from cach pile shall
be fed throuqh a vote tabulator by one team until all machine-reddable ballots
from the container have been entered. For ballots unable to be reM by a vote
tabulator, such as damaged or plain paper ballots, a second team shXlI collect
these ballots from the pile and transfer the voter’s choices on those Mlots to
blank ballots provided by the Secretary of State.  After all X the
machine-readable ballots have been fed through the machine, the first kam
shall feed through the machine any transfer ballots created by the secokd
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ballots of a polling place that are to be fed through the vote tabulator, if there
is\nore than one container per polling place. This process shall be used until
all Bﬁllots from a polling place have been tabulated by a vote tabulator.

(b)\After all ballots from a polling place have been tabulated by a vote
tabulato\ a recount team shall print the tabulator tape containing the
unofficial Nsults and document those results on a tally sheet. Another recount
team shall t)en open_the tabulator’s ballot box and remove all ballots. The
ballots shall then be divided among the recount teams to be examined to find
write-in names ayd markings of voter intent that were not machine readable as
outlined in_the .§&cretarv of State’s vote tabulator guide and most recent
elections procedurelN\manual. A caller, tally person, and double-check person
shall be used to exame the ballots removed from the ballot box. If the caller
and the observer or obsdvers do not agree on how a ballot should be counted,
the entire team shall revigw the ballot and if all members agree, it shall be
counted that way.

(c) If one person does nQt agree, that ballot shall be set aside as a
questioned ballot and a copy Yall be made, which copy shall be clearly
marked on its face identifying it as\a copy. Sueh Any copies shall be placed on
the top of the other ballots and sha\l remain together with the other ballots.
Each original ballot deemed questioMable shall be attached to a note which
identifies it by town, county, polling\place, and bag seal number. The
originals of these questionable ballots sfgll be clipped to the summary sheet
for that polling place and returned to the colt for a final decision.

(d) After the court has rendered a final dxgision on a given questionable
ballot, it shall be returned to the county clerk’ \vho shall keep it in a sealed
container for a period of two years.

(e) Write-in votes for preprinted candidates shaN be counted as votes for
that candidate.

(f) If the tally persons do not agree on the number of Xotes for a candidate
on ballots not able to be read by the vote tabulator, tNe ballots shall be
retallied until they do agree. Then the team shall notify the\clerk that it has
completed the-first its recount.

* * *

8 2602k. AFTER THE RECOUNT

* * *

(b) After the recount, the county clerk shall seal the ballots and &her
materials back in the containers and store them in the county clerk’s vault uNil
returned to the towns. The county clerk shall return all ballots to th
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0Qpy of the judgment. The state—pelice respective town clerks or t
deNanees shall transport the ballots to the towns from which they came.

* x *

heir

REPEAL

. 88 2492 (legislative branch to obtain voting machines); 26029
(second tallh; and 26021 (recounts using voting machines) are repealed.

* * * |ocal Elections * * *
Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A\8 2640 is amended to read:
§ 2640. ANNUAL ETINGS

(@) A meeting of theNegal voters of each town shall be held annually on the
first Tuesday of March fo the election of officers and the transaction of other
business, and it may be adurned to another date. When a tewn municipality
fails to hold an annual meetlg, a warning for a subsequent meeting shall be
issued immediately, and at that\neeting all the officers required by law may be
elected and its business transact

Sec. 34 17 V.S.A. 8§ 2646 is amended
8 2646. TOWN OFFICERS; QUALIFICATION; ELECTION

At the annual meeting, a town shall chooge from among its legaly-gualified
registered voters the following town officer§, who shall serve until the next
annual meeting and until successors are choseN unless otherwise provided by
law:

* % %
Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. § 2660 is amended to read:
§ 2660. CONDUCT OF ELECTION

(a) When voting is at a floor meeting by paper ballot, th
open a reasonable time and reasonable notice shall be given

r any office
; provided

(b) When election is by ballot, a majority of all votes cast
shall be required for an election, unless otherwise provided by Ia
that when there is but one nominee for an office, unless objection is\nade, the
legal voters may vote to instruct the town clerk to cast one ballot Yor such
nominee and upon such ballot being cast he or she shall be declared elecXgd.

* * *
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661. RECONSIDERATION OR RESCISSION OF VOTE

A warned article voted on at an annual or special meeting of a
pality shall not be submitted to the voters for reconsideration or

§ 2681. NOMINATIONS;; PE
(@)(1) Nominations of the m

IONS; CONSENTS

icipal officers shall be by petition. The
petition shall be filed with the municpal clerk, together with the endorsement,
if any, of any party or parties in accorMance with the provisions of this title, no
later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth MondQy preceding the day of the election,
which shall be the filing deadline.

(2) The candidate shall also file a wri§en consent to the printing of the
candidate’s name on the ballot, no later than 5N)0 p.m. on the Wednesday after
the filing deadline.

(3) A petition shall contain the name of oNy one candidate, and the
candidate’s name shall appear on the petition as it ddes on the voter checklist.
A voter shall not sign more than one petition for the sqme office, unless more
than one nomination is to be made, in which case the vosgr may sign as many
petitions as there are nominations to be made for the same ffice.

(b) A petition shall contain at least 30 valid signatures\of voters of the
municipality or one percent of the legal voters of the municipaliy, whichever is
less. The candidate, prior to circulating his or her petitions, Xall print on
them his or her name as it appears on the voter checklist and sh¥ll indicate
clearly on them which office he or she is seeking. If there are differeN lengths
of term available for an office the candidate must indicate clearly the I&agth of
term as well.
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68la. LOCAL ELECTION BALLOTS

* kx *

On the local election ballot, the candidate’s name shall appear as
provided\n his or her consent form.

2) TWNe board of civil authority may vote to list a street address for each
candidate, or\the town of residence of each candidate, or no residence at all
for each candiogte.

Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. 8R682 is amended to read:

8 2682. PROCESS OFWOTING; APPOINTMENTS
(@) Election expenses Xall be assumed by the municipality.
(b) Returns shall be filed\With the town clerk.

(c) In a municipal electidq controlled by this subchapter, the person
receiving the greatest number of Wtes for an office shall be declared elected to
that office; and a certificate of elecjon need not be issued. However—in-order

a N-Tha NN N AN ala\V/a a
~ A EHA \/

(d) In the event no person files a petit\on for an office which is to be filled
at the annual or special meeting of a Municipality, and if no person is
otherwise elected to fill the office, a majorNy of the legislative body of the
municipality may appoint a voter of the municlRality to fill the office until the
next annual meeting.

(e) SOEC St e o s e pe i e e bocl

(f)_When the same number of persons are nominated for any tow office as
there are positions to be filled, the presiding officer may declare tNe whole
slate of candidates elected without making individual tallies, providéd each
person on the slate has more votes than the largest number of write-in'\otes
for any one write-in candidate.
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32682& WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

Notwithstandinq the provisions of section 2682 of this subchapter, in order
to be\lected, a write-in candidate must receive 30 votes or the votes of one
percent\f the registered voters in the municipality, whichever is less.

Sec. 41. 1X\V.S.A. § 2682b is added to read:
§ 2682b. TIRFA\VOTES FOR LOCAL OFFICE

If there is zh(e vote for any office, the legislative body or, in its stead, the
municipal clerk sNall within seven days warn a runoff election to be held not
less than 15 daysN\nor more than 22 days after the warning. The only
candidates in the runKff election shall be those who were tied in the original
election. However, if ONe of the candidates that are tied withdraws his or her
candidacy within five da¥s after the election, the town clerk shall certify the
other tied candidate as the \inner, and there shall be no runoff election.

Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. § 2685 is aended to read:
§ 2685. INSPECTION OF BALDQTS

At the time and place specified\py the clerk, the board of civil authority
shall break the seal, open the ballot\¢ontainer, and recount the votes, unless
the candidate who petitions for a Ngcount requests that the recount be
conducted by eptical-scanner vote tabNator. The petitioner, the opposing
candidates, and their designated represeniatives may inspect the ballots and
observe the recount under the guidance of th¢ board. The board shall certify
the result to the clerk, who shall declare the reNIt. After the recount the board
shall seal the ballots and other materials back IN the containers and the town
clerk shall safely store them as provided in sectionR590 of this title.

Sec. 43. 17 V.S.A. § 2688 is amended to read:
8 2688. RECOUNT ON QUESTION SUBMITTED

(a) A registered voter or, in the case of a union school\istrict, at least one
registered voter from each member of the union district mayJemand a recount
of ballots on any question submitted to the vote of a—tewn Xie municipality
using the Australian ballot system, if the margin by which the gN\gstion passed
or failed is less than five percent of the total votes cast on the quesNon.

(b) The request shall be filed with the municipal clerk within 10 Nays after
the vote. The procedure shall be the same as in the case of recount of INe votes
cast for a candidate at an election.

(c) The petitioner and his or her designated representative and a v\er
representing the other side of the question voted upon and his or h
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* * * Presidential Elections * * *
17 V.S.A. § 2716 is amended to read:
OTIFICATION TO SECRETARY OF STATE

Within 90 days following \gdjournment without day of any session of the
general-assembly General Ass\mbly in which articles of amendment to the
constitution Constitution have Neen proposed by the senate Senate and
concurred in by the heuse House, the secretary-of state Secretary of State shall
prepare copies of the proposal or prdposals of amendment and forward them,
with a summary of proposed changes\for publication to the principal daily
newspapers published in the state Staté\ as determined by the seeretary—of
state;—and-the Secretary of State. The MNoposal or proposals shall be so
published once each week for three successiée weeks in each of the papers at
the expense of the state State and on the websi¥s of the General Assembly and
the Office of the Secretary of State.

Sec. 46. 17 V.S.A. § 1844 is amended to read:

§ 1844. PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS AND ON NTATE WEBSITES,;
BALLOTS

(@) The secretary—of-state Secretary of State shall bel\veen September 25
and October 1 in any year in which a vote on ratificatioN of an article of
amendment is taken, prepare copies of the proposal of ¥mendment and
forward them, with a summary of proposed changes, for pubNcation to the
principal daily newspapers published in the state State, as deterigined by the
secretary—of state;—and-—the Secretary of State. The proposal s
published once each week for three successive weeks in each of the
the expense of the state State and on the websites of the General AssemNy and
the Office of the Secretary of State. He-ershe
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numbered yeaN At least 14 days before the date set for the caucuses the state
chairman chair Yall mail a notice of the date and purpose of the caucuses to
each town clerk aNd to each town ehairman chair of the party, and shall cause
the notice to be Nublished in at least two newspapers having general
circulation within the\state State and in at least one electronic news media

website that specializes W news of the State.
Sec. 48. 17 V.S.A. § 2303 § amended to read:
§ 2303. TOWN EHAIRMANYXHAIR TO GIVE NOTICE

(@) The town ehairman cha\r or, if unavailable; or if the records of the
secretary-of state Secretary of Stal show there is no ehairman chair, any three
voters of the town; shall arrange to'Rold a caucus on the day designated by the
state ehairman chair, in some public\place within the town, and shall set the
hour of the caucus.

(b) At least five days before the day ofYpe caucus, the ehairman town chair
shall post a notice of the date, purpose, tiMg, and place of the caucus in the
town clerk’s office and in at least one other pXblic place in town. In towns of
1,000 or more population, he or she shall \glso publish the notice in a
newspaper having general circulation in the town

(c) If three voters arrange to call the caucus, the\oters shall designate one
of their number to perform the duties prescribed aboVg for the town ehairman
chair.

Sec. 49. 17 V.S.A. § 2309 is amended to read:
§ 2309. FIRST MEETING OF COUNTY COMMITTEE

of the county commlttees of the date of the m meeting and shall publish'yotice in
at least two newspapers with general circulation within the state State\and in
at least one electronic news media website that specializes in news of the Xate.
The ehairman chair of the county committee shall set the hour and place of\(
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At the time and place set for the meeting, the delegates shall proceed to
eir officers and perfect an organization for the ensuing two years. All

(@) The legislatNe body of a municipality shall warn a meeting by posting a
warning and notice iNat least two public places in the town, and in or near the
town clerk’s office, noNess than 30 nor more than 40 days before the meeting.
If a town has more than {ne polling place and the polling places are not all in
the same building, the warNing and notice shall be posted in at least two public
places within each voting disxgict and in or near the town clerk’s office.

(b) In addition, the warniny shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality at\east five days before the meeting, unless the
warning is published in the town\eport, or otherwise distributed in written
form to all town or city postal patror§at least 10 days before the meeting. The
legislative body annually shall design§te the paper in which such a warning
may be published. The warning shallN\lso be posted on the municipality’s
website, if the municipality actively update\.its website on a regular basis.

(c) No such warning shall be requi
meetings at which no voting is to take place.

* * * |obbyists * *
Sec. 51. 2 V.S.A. § 264 is amended to read:

8 264. REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, COMPE
EMPLOYERS; LOBBYISTS

d for municipal informational

TION, AND GIFTS;

information:

(1) A total of all lobbying expenditures made by the employ:
the following categories:

media;
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the activities are intended, designed, or calculated, directly or indirectly, to
inNyence legislative or administrative action. The report shall specify the
amoNt, the person to whom the amount was paid, and a brief description of
the acNyity; and
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member;
B) the total amoXt of any other lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of Yompensation paid to lobbyists or lobbying firms
for lobbying. The employer shaN report the name and address of each lobbyist
or lobbying firm to which the ¥mployer pays compensation. It shall be
sufficient to include a prorated amoynt based on the value of the time devoted
to lobbying where compensation is t§ be included for a lobbyist or lobbying
firm whose activities under this chapteNare incidental to regular employment
or other responsibilities to the employer.

(3) An itemized list of every gift ti value of which is greater than
$15.00, made by or on behalf of the employ& to or at the request of one or
more legislators or administrative officials or' Y member of a legislator’s or
administrative official’s immediate family. WiNy respect to each gift, the
employer shall report the date the gift was made,\the nature of the gift, the
value of the gift, the identity of any legislators or adNinistrative officials who
requested the gift, and the identity of any recipients of t\e gift. Monetary gifts,
other than political contributions, shall be prohibited.

(4) Contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 MNer year or direct
business relationships that are in existence or were entere&into within the
previous 12 months between the employer and:

(A) a leqgislator or administrator;

(B) a legislator’s or administrator’s spouse, Or

(C) a legislator’s or administrator’s dependent household menXoer.

(c) A lobbyist shall disclose for the period of the report the following
information:
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Qe following categories:

(A) advertising, including television, radio, print, and electronic
media

B) expenses incurred for telemarketing, polling, or similar activities
if the acti\ties are intended, designed, or calculated, directly or indirectly, to
influence législative or administrative action. The report shall specify the
amount, the pgrson to whom the amount was paid, and a brief description of
the activity;

(€) conNgotual agreements in excess of $100.0

,,,,,,,,

{B) the total amount of any\gther lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of compeNsation paid to a lobbyist, who is not
employed by, subcontracted by, or affiliadd with a lobbying firm, for lobbying,
including the name and address of each reyjstered employer who engaged the
services of the lobbyist reporting. It shall Bg sufficient to include a prorated
amount based on the value of the time\devoted to lobbying where
compensation is to be included for a lobbyis\whose activities under this
chapter are incidental to other responsibilities t&\ the employer. A lobbyist
who is employed by, subcontracted by, or affiliated With a lobbying firm shall
not report individual compensation. The total coNpensation paid to the
lobbying firm shall be reported pursuant to section 264bN\Qf this title.

(3) An itemized list of every gift, the value of wiNgh is greater than
$15.00, made by or on behalf of a lobbyist to or at the requegt of one or more
legislators or administrative officials or a member of the\legislator’s or
administrative official’s immediate family. With respect to Nach gift, the
lobbyist shall report the date the gift was made, the nature of the gXt, the value
of the gift, the identity of any legislators or administrative offials who
requested the gift, and the identity of any recipients of the gift. Monetqyy gifts,
other than political contributions, shall be prohibited.
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DUsiness relationships that are in existence or were entered into within the
pPsyious 12 months between the lobbyist and:

(A) a legislator or administrator;

B) a legislator’s or administrator’s spouse, Or

(N _a legislator’s or administrator’s dependent household member.

* kx *

Sec. 52. 2 V.S.A\8§ 264b is amended to read:

8 264b. LOBBYING FIRM LISTINGS; REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES,
COMPENSATION, AND GIFTS; LOBBYING FIRMS

* * *

(b) Every lobbying fifxg shall file a disclosure report on the same day as
lobbyist disclosure reports e due under subsection 264(a) of this title which
shall include:

(1) A total of all lobbyiry expenditures made by the lobbying firm in
each of the following categories:

(A) advertising, including\television, radio, print, and electronic
media;

(B) expenses incurred for telemagketing, polling, or similar activities
if the activities are intended, designed, or &Qlculated, directly or indirectly, to
influence legislative or administrative actioQ. The report shall specify the
amount, the person to whom the amount was Pid, and a brief description of
the activity; and

(C) O3 e — e e Tall> e - ‘l.!!ge pe ed 0 . e
i he | he lobbving fi -
i) legis! imini ;
partner;-or
member: i

B) the total amount of any other lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of compensation paid to a lobbying firlg for
lobbying with the name and address of each registered employer who engaged
the services of the lobbying firm reporting. It shall be sufficient to includeNg
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value of the gIN, the identity of any legislators or administrative officials who
requested the gif\ and the identity of any recipients of the gift. Monetary gifts,
other than politica\contributions, shall be prohibited.

(4) Contractuy

agreements in _excess of $100.00 per year or direct
business relationships\hat are in existence or were entered into within the
previous 12 months betv\?aen the lobbying firm and:

(A) a leqgislator o}\administrator;

(B) a legislator’s or ddministrator’s spouse or civil union partner; Or

(C) a legislator’s or a%(inistrator’s dependent household member.

* * * Correction }f Cross-References and
Other Technica\Corrections * * *

Sec. 53. 17 V.S.A. § 1881a is amended t§\read:
§ 1881a. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

* * *

(c) Petitions for nominating candidates for
assembly General Assembly by primary or by
certificates of nomination of candidates for that off\¢ce by convention, caucus,
committee, or voters under chapter 4 49 of this title \ay be filed in the office
of any county clerk in a senatorial district. On the da\after the last day for
filing those petitions or certificates for that office, the otfRr county clerk shall
notify the senatorial district clerk of the facts concernin
certificates. The senatorial district clerk shall be responsibl&for determining
the names of candidates and other facts required by law to\gppear on the
ballot for the office of senator, and for obtaining and distributingXhe ballots to
the other clerks in the district. In senatorial districts, the ballots foxsenator in
the general-assembly General Assembly shall be separate from thoseNor other
county officers.

Senator in the general

* * *
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369. DETERMINING WINNER; TIE VOTES

Persoens A person who reeeive receives a plurality of all the votes cast
rty in a primary shall be eandidates a candidate of that party for the
ignated on the ballot.

by a
office d

(b) If t.o or more candidates of the same party are tied for the same office,
the choice aong those tied shall be determined upon five days’ notice and not
later than 10\ays following the primary election by the committee of that
party, which sNall meet to nominate a candidate from among the tied
candidates. The O\mmittee that nominates a candidate shall be as follows:

(1) Upen-fiva
primary election, the

office;
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ate committee of a party; for a state or congressional

(2) the senatorial dis\ict committee for state senate;
(3) the county committeX for county office; or
(4) the representative diNtrict committee for a representative to the

candidates General Assembly.

)(c) The committee chair shall c\tify the candidate nomination for the
general election to the seecretary-of state\gecretary of State within 48 hours of
the nomination.

Sec. 55. 17 V.S.A. § 2565 is amended to read?
§ 2565. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS

As each voter passes through the entrance of\the guardrail, an election
official or officials shall hand him or her one of eachXind of ballot. He-erthey
The election officials shall also answer any questons a voter may ask
concerning the process of voting. The presiding officer Xall keep the election
officials in charge of furnishing ballots to voters supplizd with a sufficient
number of blank ballots, keeping the remainder of the biypk ballots safely
secured until needed.

*** Gender Neutrality * * *

Sec. 56. STATUTORY REVISION;, GENDER NEUTRALITY; “CH.
“SELECTBOARD MEMBER,” ETC.

The Office of Legislative Council, in its statutory revision capacy
directed to make amendments to the Vermont Statutes Annotated to chanq\the
terms ‘“‘chairman” to ‘“chair”; ‘“vice chairman”’ to ‘‘vice chair’; a(d
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Mose of gender neutrality, so long as those changes have no other effect on

theNaninq of the statutes in which the changes are made. These changes
may ahq be made when new legislation is proposed or when there is a
republicat}oa of the Vermont Statutes Annotated.

own” vs. “Municipality” or “Political Subdivision” * * *
Sec. 57. TOWN VSNJUNICIPALITY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

The Office of Legisl2dive Council is directed to search the statutes within
Title 17 of the Vermont Sta}b(es Annotated for the use of the word “town” and,
in_consultation with the C)Tgilof the Secretary of State, prepare by
November 15, 2013 a draft bill idNg would replace the word ‘“town” with the
word_“municipality” or with the\#arm “political subdivision” where the
context of a statute is meant to inc\de or should apply to a political
subdivision of the State other than a townss that term is defined in 17 V.S.A.
§ 21083.

* * * Effective Dates *
Sec. 58. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013, except:

(1) this section and Secs. 56 (statutory revision; gendr neutrality;
“chair,” “selectboard member,” etc.) and 57 (town Vvs. muMpalitv or
political subdivision) shall take effect on passage; and

(2) Secs. 27 (amending 17 V.S.A. § 2534) and 30 (amending 17 V.
§ :2593) sha” take effec: Qon |an||ar\ll 1'—'\1 2015

* * * Offenses Against the Purity of Elections * * *
Sec. 1. 17 V.S.A. chapter 35 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 35. OFFENSES AGAINST THE PURITY OF ELECTIONS
Subchapter 1. Penalties Upon Officers
§ 1931. PRESIDING OFFICER RECEIVING ILLEGAL VOTE

A presiding officer in a tewn—village—er-seheol-district-meeting-orin—a

local, primary, or general election who knowingly receives and counts a vote
from a person not a qualified voter or knowingly receives from a voter, at any
one balloting for the same office, more than one vote; shall be fined not more
than $100.00 if the offense is committed in a town—village,—or-school-district
meeting; local election and not more than $500.00 if in a primary or general
election.
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§ 1932. COUNTING BALLOTS AND FURNING OPENING BALLOT
BOXES BEFORE PROPER TIME

A presiding officer at a primary or general election; who allows the ballots
for representative to the general-assembly General Assembly, state or State,
county, or congressional officers to be counted or, except as provided in
section 2499 of this title, the ballot box containing the same to be turned

opened before the heur-set-by-the-legislative-branehfor closing of the polls
shall be fined not more than $206:00 $200.00 nor less than $20.00.

8 1933. NONPERFORMANCE OF DUTY BY PUBLIC OFFICER
A Except as otherwise provided by this title, a public officer upon whom a

duty is imposed by the provisions of this title; who wiHuly willfully neglects to
perform such duty or who wifuly willfully performs it in such a way as to
hinder the object of the provisions of this title; shall be fined not more than

$500.00;-but-the-provisions-of-this-section-shat-not-applyto-apublic-officer

Subchapter 2. Penalties Upon Voters
8 1971. CASTING MORE THAN ONE BALLOT

A legal voter who knowingly casts more than one ballot at any one time of
balloting for the same office shall be fined not more than $1,000.00; if the
offense is committed at a primary or general election; and not more than
$100.005 if committed in-tewn-meeting at a local election.

8§ 1972. SHOWING BALLOT; INTERFERENCE WITH VOTER

(@) A voter who, except in cases of assistance as provided in this title,
allows his or her ballot to be seen by another person with an apparent
intention of letting it be known how he or she is about to vote or makes a false
statement to the presiding officer at an election as to his or her inability to
mark his or her ballot or places a distinguishing mark on his or her ballot; or
a person who interferes with a voter when inside the guard rail or who, within
the building in which the voting is proceeding, endeavors to induce a voter to
vote for a particular candidate, shall be fined $1,000.00.

(b) It shall be the duty of the election officers to see that the offender is duly
prosecuted for a violation of this section.

§ 1973. VOTING IN MORE THAN ONE PLACE

A person who, on the same day, votes in more than one town, district, or
ward for the same office shall be fined not more than $1,000.00.
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8 1974. VOTER OMITTED FROM LIST, VOTING IN ANOTHER FOWN
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

A person who is a resident and entitled to vote in a tewn political
subdivision in which a checklist of voters has been made previous to an
election, whose name, through his or her neglect, is not entered thereon, who
votes in another tewn political subdivision at such election; shall be fined not
more than $200.00.

Subchapter 3. Miscellaneous
8 2011. PERJURY BEFORE BOARD MAKING CHECKLIST

A person who knowingly swears falsely to a fact or matter which may be the
subject of inquiry by the board of civil authority or town clerk in revising the
checklist as provided in this title shall be guilty of perjury and imprisoned not
more than 15 years and or fined not more than $1,000.00, or both.

§ 2012. PROCURING CHANGE IN LIST WRONGFULLY

A person who, directly or indirectly, procures or causes to be procured or
aids in procuring the name of a person to be inserted on a checklist of voters,
knowing such person not to be a voter in the tewn political subdivision for
which such list is made or, directly or indirectly, procures or causes to be
procured or aids in procuring the name of a person to be erased from such list,
knowing him or her to be a legal voter in such tews political subdivision, shall
be fined not more than $166-66 $200.00.

8§ 2013. FALSE ANSWER AS TO RIGHT TO VOTE

A person who knowingly gives a false answer or information to the
presiding officer at a local, primary, or general election or to the authority

present to decide upon the qualifications of voters, touching a person’s right to
vote at such election, shall be fined not more than $166-66 $200.00.

8 2014. UNQUALIFIED PERSON VOTING
A person, knowing that he or she is not a qualified voter, who votes at a

town—village,—or—school—district—meeting—or—a local, primary, or general
election for an officer to be elected at such-meeting-of that election shall be

fined not more than $100-00 $200.00.
§ 2015. FRAUDULENT VOTING

A person who personates another, living or dead, and gives or offers to give
a vote in the name of sueh that other person or gives or offers to give a vote

under a fictitious name at a town—village-or-scheol-district-meeting-ora local,
primary, or general election; for an officer to be elected at such-meeting-or

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 62 of 122

that election; shall be imprisoned not more than one year or fined not more
than $200:00 $200.00, or both.

§ 2016. AIDING UNQUALIFIED VOTER TO VOTE

A person who wiuly willfully aids or abets a person who is not a duly
qualified voter in voting or attempting to vote at a local, primary, or general

election shall be fined not more than $100-00 $200.00.
§2017. UNDUE INFLUENCE

A person who attempts by bribery, threats, or any undue influence to
dictate, control, or alter the vote of a freeman or freewoman about to be given
at a local, primary, or general election shall be fined not more than $200.00.

00 [Repealed.]

§ 2019. DESTROYING LISTS; HINDERING VOTING
A person who, prior to ar a local, primary, or general election, willfully
defaces or destroys any list of candidates posted in accordance with law or,
during a#n that election, willfully defaces, tears down, removes, or destroys any
card posted for the instruction of voters or, during an that election, willfully
removes or destroys any of the supplies or conveniences furnished to enable a

voter to prepare his or her ballot or willfully hinders the voting of others; shall
be fined $50-60 $200.00.

§2021. DESTROYING CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION
DESTRUCTION OF OR FRAUDULENT ACTS PERTAINING TO

PRIMARY ELECTION DOCUMENTS; ALTERATION OR
DELAY OF BALLOTS

A person who falsely makes or willfully defaces or destroys a primary
petition, certificate of nomination, or nomination paper or any part thereof, or
any letter of assent or of withdrawal, or who files a primary petition, a
certificate of nomination, nomination paper, letter of assent, or letter of
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withdrawal; knowing the same or any part thereof to be falsely made, or who
suppresses a primary petition, certificate of nomination, nomination paper,
letter of assent, or letter of withdrawal or any part thereof; which has been
filed, or forges or falsely makes the official indersement endorsement upon a
ballot to be used at a primary or at an election or willfully destroys or defaces
such a ballot or willfully delays the delivery of such ballots; shall be fined
$100-60 $200.00.

* * * Definitions * * *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2103 is amended to read:
§2103. DEFINITIONS

As used in this title, unless the context or a specific definition requires a
different reading:

* * *

(4) “Australian ballot system” means the technique of having the polls
open for voting on specified and warned matters during a warned, extended
period which may be during or after a municipal meeting, or both. An
“Australian ballot” means a uniformly printed ballot, typically confined to the
secret vote election of specified offices as previously warned to be voted upon
by the Australian ballot system. The term “Australian ballot” includes any
veting-machines ballots counted by a vote tabulator approved for use in any
election se conducted in the state State.

* * *

(24) “Political subdivision” means any county, municipality (including
cities, towns, and villages), representative district, senatorial district, school
district, fire district, water, sewer or utility district, ward, and any
consolidation of the foregoing entities authorized under the laws of this state
State.

* * *

(35) “Town clerk” means a town officer elected pursuant to 24 M-S
§712(2) section 2646 of this title or otherwise elected or appointed by law and
performing those duties prescribed by 24 V.S.A. chapter 35.

* * *

(41) “Voter registration agency” or “agency” means all state offices
that provide public assistance, all state offices that provide state-funded
programs primarily engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities,
any federal and nongovernmental offices that have agreed to be designated by
the seeretary Secretary as a voter registration agency, and any state or local
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agency designated by the seeretary Secretary as a voter registration agency.
State and local agencies designated by the seeretary Secretary may include:
the departments of taxes and unemployment compensation, Departments of
Taxes and of Labor and offices that provide services to persons with
disabilities other than those that provide state-funded programs primarily
engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities.

* kx *

(43) “Vote tabulator” means a machine that registers and counts paper
ballots and includes optical scan tabulators.

* * * Revisions of Checklists and Voter Registration * * *
Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. chapter 43, subchapter 2 is amended to read:
Subchapter 2. Registration of Voters
8 2141. POSTING OF CHECKLIST

(a) At least 30 days before any local, primary, or general election the town
clerk shall cause copies of the most recent checklist of the persons qualified to
vote to be posted in two or more public places in the tewn municipality in
addition to being posted at the town clerk’s office; however, in a tewh
municipality having a population of less than 5,000 qualified voters, only one
checklist in addition to the one posted in the town clerk’s office need be posted.

(b) Upon the checklist shall be stated against the name of each voter, if
possible, the street and number of each voter’s residence; and otherwise the
mailing address of each voter’s residence. Fhe—town—elerk—shall-make

ef—eha#ge—Addltlons or amendments to the checkllst may be attached to the

checklist by means of a separate list. Copies-of-thelistshal-be-made-avatable
to-otherpersons-atcostand

(c) The town clerk shall make available a copy of the list, together with
lists of corrections and additions when made:

(1) to the chair of each political party in the municipality, upon request,
free of charge;

(2) to officers with whom primary petitions are filed under section 2357
of this title, free of charge; and

(3) to any other person, upon request, at cost.
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8§ 2142. REVISION OF CHECKLIST

(@) The town clerk shall call such meetings of the board of civil authority
as may be necessary before an election or at other times for revision of the
checklist. At least one meeting shall take place after the deadline for filing
applications and before the day of an election, unless no applications have
been filed which could take effect before that election.

(b) Notice of a meeting, along with a copy of the most recent checklist and
a separate list of names which have been challenged and may be removed,
shall be posted in two or more public places within each voting district and

ledged in the town clerk’s office.

(c) A quorum of the board of civil authority shall be as provided in
subdivision 2103(5) of this title, and written notice shall be provided to each
member as established in 24 V.S.A. § 801.

§ 2143. POLITICAL REPRESENTATION ON BOARD OF CIVIL
AUTHORITY

(@) If the board of civil authority of any political subdivision does not
contain at least three members of each major political party; and the party
committee or at least three voters request increased representation for an
underrepresented major political party; by filing a written request with the
clerk of the political subdivision, the legislative body shall appoint from a list
of names submitted to it by the underrepresented party a sufficient number of
voters to the board of civil authority to bring the underrepresented major
party’s membership on the board to three. A person’s name shall not be
submitted unless he or she consents to serve if appointed.

(b) The persons so appointed shall have the same duties and authority with
respect to elections as have other members of the board;—they, but those
persons shall have no authority with respect to functions of the board of civil
authority which are not related to elections.

* * *

§ 2144bh. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK

(@)(1) A town clerk shall review all applications to the voter checklist and
shall approve those applications that meet the requirements of this chapter and
section—2103—of-this-title. Once approved, application information shall be
added to the statewide voter checklist en—an—expedited—basis within three

business days of receipt by the town clerk’s office.

(2) If an applicant has failed upon the date of the election to provide any
information required upon the application form pursuant to section 2145 of
this title, the town clerk shall notify the applicant that the form was incomplete
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and the applicant may provide the information on or before the date of the
election.

* kx *

§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS

(@) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the
federal-election—commission Federal Election Commission or by the seecretary
of-state Secretary of State. The application form approved by the seeretary
Secretary shall include:

(1) A place for the applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the
appropriate box, that he or she meets all voter eligibility requirements set forth
in section 2121 of this title and a place for the signature of the applicant
affirming, under penalty of perjury, that all information submitted by the
applicant is accurate and truthful. The affirmation shall include the following
information:

(A) The applicant’s place and date of birth.
(B) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

(C) The applicant’s street address or a description of the physical
location of the applicant’s residence. The description must contain sufficient
information so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a
resident of the town.

(D)(i) if the applicant has been issued a current and valid driver’s
license or nondriver’s identification, the applicant’s driver’s license number or
nondriver’s identification number, or

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a driver’s license number, the
last four digits of the applicant’s Social Security number; or

(iii) if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number, the
town clerk shall contact the seeretary—of-state Secretary of State and the
secretary Secretary shall assign a unique identifier for the applicant.

(E) The applicant’s e-mail address, which shall be optional to
provide.

* k% %

(c) A board of civil authority or town clerk may not require a person to
complete any form other than that approved under subsection (a) of this
section or section 2145a of this title; nor may the board of civil authority or
the town clerk require all applicants or any particular class or group of
applicants to appear personally before a meeting of the board or routinely or
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as a matter of policy require applicants to submit additional information to
verify or otherwise support the information contained in the application form.

(d) When the board of civil authority acts on an application to add a name
to the checklist, it or, upon request of the board, the town clerk shall notify the
applicant by returning one copy of the completed application to the applicant
and shall send—one—copy—of-the—completed-apphcationto notify the town in
which the applicant was last registered to vote, whether within or without the
state State of Vermont, by submitting the notification electronically within the
statewide voter checklist system or by mailing a copy of the completed
application to that town before adding the applicant’s name and mailing
address to the checklist. The original application shall be filed in the office of
the town clerk.

* * *

§ 2145a. REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES

* * *

(d) The department-of-motor-vehicles Department of Motor Vehicles shall

transmit voter registration applications received under this section to the
secretary-of-state Secretary of State not later than 18 five days after the date
the application was accepted by the department Department, or before the

close of the checkllst for a prlmarv or qeneral election, whlchever is sooner.

* * *

8 2145b. VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES
(a) Each voter registration agency shall:

* * *

(3) Accept completed voter registration applications and transmit
completed applications to the seeretary—of-state Secretary of State not later
than 10 days after the date of acceptance, or before the close of the checklist

for a prlmarv or qeneral electlon whlchever is sooner. in-thecase—ofan

* * *
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§ 2145c. SUBMISSION OF VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS BY OTHER
PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS

Any person or any organization other than a voter registration agency that
accepts a completed voter registration form on behalf of an applicant shall
submit that form to the town clerk of the town of that applicant not later than
seven days after the date of acceptance, or before the close of the checklist for
a primary or general election, whichever is sooner.

§ 2146. ACTION OF BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY OR TOWN CLERK IN
REVISING CHECKLIST

(a) At a meeting to revise the checklist, the board of civil authority shall
determine whether any person who has applied to be registered to vote meets
the requirements of section 2121 of this title. On demand of a majority of the
board present, applicants may be examined under oath concerning the facts
stated in the application. The board may make such investigation as it deems
proper to verify any statement made under oath by an applicant.

(b) As soon as possible, after receipt of an application, the board or, upon
request of the board, the town clerk shall inform an applicant of its action as
provided in subsection (d) of section 2145 of this title chapter. If the board
rejects an applicant, it shall also notify him or her forthwith, in person or by
first class mail directed to the address given in the application, of its reasons.
The notice shall be in substantially the following form:

REJECTION OF APPLICATION FOR ADDITION TO CHECKLIST

The Board of Civil AULROFILY Of ....ccceeveeieeiee et et e e e e ey
(Town/City)

having met on .........ccccecvvvvenne. , 20 ... to consider applications for addition
to the checklist, have has found probable cause, as stated below, to reject the
application of ..o

(Name)
Cause for rejection:
(@) AGE:
(b) CITIZENSHIP:
(¢c) VOTER’S OATH:
(d) RESIDENCE:

The Board of Civil Authority will meet on the ................ day of
.................... , 20 ..., @t .. 0 'clock at the following location:
.................... to reconsider your application and give you an opportunity to
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appear before the Board. You may present any information or witnesses you
wish at that time, or you may appeal directly to any superior or district judge
in this county or district.

Town Clerk or Chairman of Board
of Civil Authority
(c) If the notice required under subsection (b) of this section is returned

undelivered, the board of civil authority shall proceed to remove the person’s
name from the checklist in the manner set forth in section 2150 of this title.

§ 2147. ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST

(a) Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board of civil authority or,
upon request of the board, the town clerk shall add to the checklist posted in
the town clerk’s office the names of the voters added and the names omitted by
mistake; and shall strike the names of persons not entitled to vote. The list so
corrected shall not be altered except by:

(1) adding the names of persons as directed by any superior or district
judge on appeal;

(2) adding the names of persons who are legal voters at the election but
whose names are further discovered to be omitted from the completed checklist
solely through inadvertence or error;

(3) adding the names of persons who present a copy of a valid
application for addition to the checklist of that town that was submitted before
the deadline for applications and who otherwise are qualified to be added to
the checklist;

(4) adding, at the polling place, the names of persons who sign a sworn
affidavit prepared by the seecretary—of-state Secretary of State that they
completed and submitted a valid application for addition to the checklist of
that town before the deadline for applications and who otherwise are qualified
to be added to the checklist;

(5) subdividing the checklist as provided in section 2501 of this title,
including the transfer of names of voters who have moved within a town in
which they are already registered from one voting district within that town to
another; or

(6) adding the names of persons who submitted an incomplete
application before the deadline for application; and who provide that
information on or before election day.
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(b) Any correction or transfer may be accomplished at any time until the
closing of the polls on election day. Each voter has primary responsibility to
ascertain that his or her name is properly added to and retained on the
checklist.

* kx *

§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST

(a)(1) When a voter from one town political subdivision becomes a resident
of another tewn political subdivision and is placed on the checklist there, the
town clerk shall send-one-copy—of-the-voterregistration—-apphicationform-or
other-official-notice-to notify the clerk of the tewn political subdivision where
the voter was formerly a resident by submitting the notification electronically
within the statewide voter checklist system or by mailing to that clerk a copy of
the voter registration application form or other official notice, and that clerk
shall strike the voter’s name from the checklist of that tewn political
subdivision. Likewise-when

(2) When a town clerk receives a copy of the death certificate of a
voter, public notice of the death of a voter, or official notice from the

department-of-moetor—vehicles Department of Motor Vehicles that a voter has

authorized his or her address to be changed for voting purposes, the clerk
shall strike the voter’s name from the checklist.

(3) A town clerk shall also strike from the checklist the name of any
voter who files a written request that his or her name be stricken.

(b) The board of civil authority at any time may consider the eligibility of
persons on the checklist whom the board believes may be deceased, may have
moved from the municipality, or may be registered in another place and may
remove names of persons no longer qualified to vote. However, the board
shall not remove any name from the checklist except in accordance with the
procedures in subsection (d) of this section, and any systematic program for
removing names from the checklist shall be completed at least 90 days before
an election.

(c) In addition to any actions it takes under subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, by September 15 of each odd-numbered year the board of civil
authority shall review the most recent checklist name by name and consider,
for each person whose name appears on the checklist, whether that person is
still qualified to vote. In every case where the board of civil authority is
unable to determine under subdivisions (d)(1) and (2) of this section that a
person is still qualified to vote, the board of civil authority or, upon request of
the board, the town clerk shall send a written notice to the person and take
appropriate action as provided in subdivisions (d)(3) through (5) of this
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section. The intent is that when this process is completed there will have been
some confirmation or indication of continued eligibility for each person whose
name remains on the updated checklist.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a board of civil
authority shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordance with the
following procedure:

(1) If the board of civil authority is satisfied that a voter whose
eligibility is being considered is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the
voter’s name shall remain on the checklist, and no further action shall be
taken.

(2) If the board of civil authority does not immediately know that the
voter is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the board shall attempt to
determine with certainty what the true status of the voter’s eligibility is. The
board of civil authority may consider and rely upon official and unofficial
public records and documents, including but—net—limited—to; telephone
directories, city directories, newspapers, death certificates, obituary (or other
public notice of death), tax records, and any checklist or checklists showing
persons who voted in any election within the last four years. The board of civil
authority may also designate one or more persons to attempt to contact the
voter personally. Any voter whom the board of civil authority finds through
such inquiry to be eligible to remain on the checklist shall be retained without
further action being taken. The name of any voter proven to be deceased shall
be removed from the checklist.

(3) If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authority or town
clerk is unable to locate a voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the
inquiry reveals facts indicating that the voter may no longer be eligible to vote
in the municipality, the board of civil authority or, upon request of the board,
the town clerk shall send a written notice to the voter. The notice shall be sent
by first class mail to the most recent known address of the voter asking the
voter to verify his or her current eligibility to vote in the municipality. The
notice shall be sent with the required United States Postal Service language
for requesting change of address information. Enclosed with the notice shall
be a postage paid pre-addressed return form on which the voter may reply
swearing or affirming the voter’s current place of residence as the
municipality in question or alternatively consenting to the removal of the
voter’s name. The notice required by this subsection shall also include the
following:

(A) A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not changed
his or her residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence but the
change was within the area covered by the checklist, the voter should return
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the form to the town clerk’s office on or before the date upon which the
checklist is closed under section 2144 of this title. The statement shall also
inform the voter that if he or she fails to return the form as provided in this
subdivision, written affirmation of the voter’s address shall be required before
the voter is permitted to vote.

(B) Information concerning how the voter can register to vote in
another state or another municipality within this state State.

(4) If the voter confirms in writing that the voter has changed his or her
residence to a place outside the area covered by the checklist, the board of
civil authority shall remove the voter’s name from the checklist.

(5) In the case of voters who failed to respond to the notice sent
pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection, the board of civil authority shall
remove the voter’s name from the checklist on the day after the second general
election following the date of such notice, if the voter has not voted or
appeared to vote in an election since the notice was sent or has not otherwise
demonstrated his or her eligibility to remain on the checklist.

* * *

N 2 T, & AR, VU

(b) A register@&Qter’s month and day of birth, driver’s license number,
and the last four digits OINEg applzcant s Soczal Securzly number—and-street
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wishing to obtain a copy of al-ef the statewid®\Qter checklist must swear or
affirm, under penalty of perjury pursuant to 13 V.S ghapter 65, that the
person will not use the checklist for commercial purposes.~Qe affirmation
shall be filed with the seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State.
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Sec. 4. [Deleted.]
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* ** Party Organization * * *
Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. 8 2307 is amended to read:

§ 2307. CERTIFICATION OF OFFICERS AND COUNTY COMMITTEE
DELEGATES

(a) Within 72 hours after the caucus, the ehatrman chair and secretary of
the town committee shall mail to the seecretary-ofstate; Secretary of State and
the ehairmen chairs of the state State and county committees—and-the-tewn
elerk a copy of the notice calling the meeting and a certified list of the names
and mailing addresses of the officers and members of the town committee and
of the delegates to the county committee.

(b) A committee is not considered organized until it has filed the material
required by this section.

(c) The seeretary—of-state Secretary of State shall furnish forms for this
purpose to the ehairman chair of the state State committee of a political party.

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2310 is amended to read:
§2310. ELECTION OF STATE COMMITTEE

(a) The chair of the county committeethe-rational-committee-man—and-the
national-committee—woman shall be members a member of the state State
committee. Each county committee shall be entitled to elect at least two
additional members of the state State committee,—one—male—and-onefemale.
These delegates need not be members of the county committee. If the rules or
bylaws of a state State committee provide for apportionment of additional
members of the state State committee to come from the county, the county
committee also shall elect those additional members.

(b) All county committee members and officers and all persons elected to
the state State committee shall be voters in the county from which they are
elected.

(c) County committee members and delegates to the state State committee
shall serve for the following two years or until their successors are elected or
appointed.

Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2311 is amended to read:

§ 2311. CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND STATE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

(@) Within 72 hours of the first meeting of the county committee, its

chairman chair and secretary shall mail to the seeretary—of-state,the-county
clerk; Secretary of State and the ehairman Chair of the state State committee a

copy of the notice calling the meeting and a certified list of the names and
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mailing addresses of the officers of the county committee and of the members
elected by the county committee to the state State committee.

(b) A committee is not considered organized until it has filed the material
required by this section.

(c) The seeretary—of-state Secretary of State shall prescribe and furnish
forms for this purpose.

Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. § 2313 is amended to read:
§2313. FILING OF CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION

(@)(1) Within 10 days after the first meeting of the state State committee of
a party, the ehair Chair and seeretary Secretary shall file in the effice Office of
the seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State a certificate stating that the party has
completed its organization for the ensuing two years and has substantially
complied with the provisions of this chapter.

(2) However, no state State committee shall be eligible to file a
certificate of organization unless it has town committees organized in at least
15 30 towns in this state State and county committees organized in at least
seven counties by January 1 of the year of the general election.

(b) The certificate of organization shall set forth the names and mailing
addresses of the officers and members of the state State committee, together
with the counties which they represent. It shall also designate, in not more
than three words, the name by which the party shall be identified on any
Australian ballot and shall be accompanied by a copy of the notice calling the
meeting.

(c) The seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall prescribe and furnish the
form to be used for this purpose.

(d) Upon receipt of a certificate of organization, the seeretary—of-state
Secretary of State promptly shall notify all persons who have registered with

the secretary-ofstate Secretary of State asking to be notified of such filings.

(e)(1) Within 10 days, the seeretary-of-state Secretary of State shall accept
a certificate of organization if it appears to be valid on its face or reject it if

itis not.

(2) The secretary-ofstate Secretary of State may reject a certificate of
organization if the political or other name is not substantially different from
the name of any organized political party.

(3) When a certificate is rejected, the seeretary—of-state Secretary of
State promptly shall notify the ehair Chair and seeretary Secretary of the

committee Committee to inform them in writing of the reasons for rejection.
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(f) A committee is not considered organized until the material required by
this section has been filed and accepted.

Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. § 2314 is amended to read:
§ 2314. OFFICERS REQUIRED

Every committee of a political party is required to elect a ehairman chair, a
vice ehairman chair, a secretary, and a treasurer—and-an-assistant-treasurer,
who need not be members of the committee at the time of their election, but
who become members, with full voting rights, upon their election. A committee
may also elect from among its members such other officers as it deems
appropriate to its work.

Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2315 is amended to read:

Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2317 is amended to read:
§ 2317. VOTERS NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN MORE THAN ONE PARTY
No voter shall vote in the biennial town, county, or State caucus of more

than one party in the same year, nor shall any voter simultaneously hold
membership on the committees of more than one political party.

Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2318 is amended to read:
§2318. ORGANIZATION OF MINOR POLITICAL PARTIES

A minor political party may organize in the manner set forth in this
subchapter or in another manner which its members deem appropriate. Minor
political parties shall comply with the filing requirements of sections 2307,
2311 to the extent applicable, and 2313 of this title chapter, except that they
need not be organized in 45 30 towns or in seven counties. They shall also
comply with the procedural requirements of sections 2303 through 2306 and
2313 of this title, but need not comply with other procedural requirements in
sections 2301, 2302, 2308 through 2310, and 2312 of this title. Minor political
parties shall also comply with sections 2314 through 2317 of this title.
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Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2320 is amended to read:

Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. § 2321 is amended to read:

§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “representative district committee” of a party shall consist of those
members of the town committee residing in a representative district,-asfinaky
established-by-thelegislative-appertionment-board. A representative district
committee may encompass less than an entire town or may extend across town
lines. Such a committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet,
but it need not meet unless required to perform some function under this title.
Any three members may call the first meeting by giving at least five days
written notice to all other members; thereafter, the committee shall meet at the
call of the chair.

* * * Nominations * * *
Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2351 is amended to read:
§ 2351. PRIMARY ELECTION

A primary election shall be held on the feurth fikst second Tuesday in
August in each even-numbered year for the nomination of candidates of major
political parties for all offices to be voted for at the succeeding general

election, except candidates for president-and-vice-president President and Vice

President of the United States, their electors, and justices of the peace.
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Sec. 16. 17 V.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read:

§ 2356. TIME FOR FILING PETITIONS AND STATEMENTS OF
NOMINATION

d third Monday in May April and not later
$ after the flrst Monday in June
May precedlng the primary election prescribed By=s

chapter, and not later than 5:00 p.m. of the 62nd day prio
~SPeGHH-pHHRaR-elocton:

(@) Primary petitions for major party candidates and statements of
nomination frem for minor party candidates and-independent-candidates shall
be filed no sooner than the seeend fourth Monday in May April and not later
than 5:00 p.m. on the seeond fourth Thursday after the first Monday in June
May preceding the primary election prescribed by section 2351 of this title
chapter, and not later than 5:00 p.m. of the 62nd day prior to the day of a
special primary election.

(b) A petition or statement of nhomination shall apply only to the election
cycle in which the petition or statement of nomination is filed.

Sec. 17. 17 V.S.A. § 2370 is amended to read:
§ 2370. WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

(a) A write-in candidate shall not qualify as a primary winner unless he or
she receives at least one-half the number of votes as the number of signatures
required for his or her office on a primary petition, except that if a write-in
candidate receives more votes than a candidate whose name is printed on the
ballot, he or she may qualify as a primary winner.

(b) The write-in candidate who qualifies as a primary winner under this
section must still be determined a winner under section 2369 of this title
chapter before he or she becomes the party’s candidate in the general election.

Sec. 17a. 17 V.S.A. § 2402 is amended to read:
8 2402. REQUISITES OF STATEMENT

* * *

(d)(1) A statement of nomination and a completed and signed consent form
shall be filed as-setforth-in-section2356-of this-title:

(A) in the case of nomination for President or Vice President of the
United States, no sooner than the fourth Monday in April and not later than
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5:00 p.m. on August 1 in the year preceding the presidential general
election; or

(B) in the case of any other independent candidate, no sooner than
the fourth Monday in April and not later than 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday
preceding the primary election prescribed by section 2351 of this chapter, and
not later than 5:00 p.m. of the third day prior to the day of a special primary
election.

(2) No public official receiving nominations shall accept a petition
unless a completed and signed consent form is filed at the same time.

(3) A statement of nomination shall apply only to the election cycle in
which the statement of nomination is filed.

* * *

Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2413 is amended to read:
§2413. NOMINATION OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

(@)(1) The party members in each town, on or before the-firstFuesday-of
August-in-each-even-numbered-year each primary election, upon the call of the

town committee, may meet in caucus and nominate candidates for justice of the
peace.

(2)(A) The committee shall give notice of the caucus as—previded—in
subsection—{d)-of this-section-and-the-chairman by posting notice at the office

of the town clerk and two other public places in the town at least five days
prior to the caucus.

(B) In addition, for towns with over 3,000 voters, the committee shall
post this notice at least one day prior to the caucus:

() (D) in a newspaper of general circulation within the town; or

(1) on a nonpartisan electronic news media website that
specializes in news of the State or the community; and

(ii) on the municipality’s website, if the municipality actively
updates its website on a regular basis.

(3) The chair and secretary of the committee shall file the statements
required in section 2385 of this title not later than 5:00 p.m. on the third day
following the primary election.

(b) If it does not hold a caucus as provided in subsection (a) of this section,
the town committee shall meet and nominate candidates for justices of the
peace as provided in sections 2381 through 2385 of this title. At least three
days prior to this meeting, the town committee shall provide notice of the
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meeting by e-mailing or mailing committee members and by posting notice of
the meeting in the office of the town clerk and in two other public places in the
town.

(c) In any town in which a political party has not formally organized, any
three members of the party who are voters in the town may call a caucus to
nominate candidates for justice of the peace by giving notice as required in
subsection {e)(a) of this section. Upon meeting, the caucus shall first elect a
chairman chair and a secretary. Thereafter the caucus shall nominate its
candidates for justice of the peace, and cause its ehairman chair and secretary
to file the statements required in section 2385 of this title not later than 5:00
p.m. on the third day following the primary election.

caucus. | Regealed |

* * * Election Officials * * *
Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A. § 2457 is amended to read:

8§ 2457. WORKSHOPS AND INFORMATION FOR ELECTION
OFFICIALS

(@) The seeretaryof-state Secretary of State or his or her designee shall
organize regional workshops for election officials, provide them with
informational materials about the conduct of elections and recounts, and
otherwise help them run elections in conformance with state State and
federal law.

(b)(1) The regular presiding officer of each town or an assistant designated
by the board of civil authority shall attend, at the town’s expense, at least one
of these election workshops every two years.

(2) Each town clerk shall file with the Secretary of State by
December 31 of each even-numbered year a letter certifying compliance with
this subsection.

(c)(1) The town clerk of each town shall provide the seeretary—of-state

Secretary of State with the names and addresses of all members of the board of

civil authority and shall promptly notify the secretary—of-state Secretary of
State of any changes in the list.
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(2) The seeretary-of-state Secretary of State shall invite all members of
the boards of civil authority to the workshops and provide them with
informational materials.

* * * Standardized Ballots and Vote Tabulators * * *
Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2362 is amended to read:
§ 2362. PRIMARY BALLOTS

(@) The ballots shall be prepared and furnished to the towns by the
secretary—of state Secretary of State and shall contain the names of all
candidates for nomination at the primary. Ballots shall be printed on index
stock and configured to be readable by vote tabulators A separate baIIot for
each major political party
tabulater-ballets shall be printed in substantially the following form:

OFFICIAL VERMONT PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT

VOTE ON ONE PARTY BALLOT ONLY AND PLACE IN BALLOT BOX OR
VOTE TABULATOR

ALL OTHER PARTY BALLOTS MUST BE PLACED IN UNVOTED BALLOT
BOX

[MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY NAME]

Instructions to voters: To vote for a candidate whose name is printed on the
ballot, mark a cross (X) or fill in the oval at the right of that person’s name
and-party-designration. To vote for a candidate whose name is not printed on
the ballot, write the person’s name on the blank line in the appropriate block.
When there are two or more persons to be elected to one office, you may vote
for any number of candidates up to and including the maximum number.

(b) Following the names of candidates printed on the ballot after the name
of each office to be filled; shall be as many blank lines for write-in candidates
as there are persons to be elected to that office. If no primary petition is filed
for an office or for a candidate belonging to a party, the ballot shall contain
the name of the office and blank lines for write-in candidates.

Sec. 21. 17 V.S.A. § 2363 is amended to read:
§ 2363. SEPARATE PARTY BALLOTS

(@) The names of all candidates of a party shall be printed upon one ballot.
Each section shall bear in print larger than any other print on the ballot the
words VOTE IN ONE PARTY ONLY OR YOUR BALLOT WILL BE VOID in a
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prominent place on the ballot. The voter shall vote for the candidates of one
party only. A person voting at the primary shall not be required to indicate his
or her party choice to any election official.

Sec. 22. 17 V.S.A. § 2471 is amended to read:
8§ 2471. GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT

(@)(1) A consolidated ballot shall be used at a general election, which shall
list the several candidates for the offices to be voted upon. Fhe—offices—of

offices of President and Vice President of the United States, U.S. Senator, U.S.

Representative, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, Secretary of
State, Auditor of Accounts, Attorney General, State Senator, Representative to
the General Assembly, Judge of Probate, Assistant Judge, State’s Attorney,
Sheriff, and High Bailiff shall be listed in that order. Any statewide public
question shall also be listed on the ballot, before the listing of all offices to be
filled.

(2) The ballot shall be prepared at state expense under the direction of
the seeretary—of-state Secretary of State. The color of the ballot shall be
determined by the secretary-ofstate Secretary of State. The printing shall be
black. Ballots shall be printed on index stock and configured to be readable by
vote tabulators. The font shall be at least 10 points for candidate names unless
a name exceeds 24 characters, in which case the candidate may change his or
her consent form name to 24 characters or less, or the font may be reduced as
needed to fit the candidate name space.

* * *

Sec. 23. 17 V.S.A. § 2472 is amended to read:
§2472. CONTENTS

* k% %

(b)(1) Each office to be voted upon shall be separately indicated and
preceded by the word “For”, as: “For United States Senator.” Beneath the
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office to be voted upon shall appear the instructions: ‘“‘Vote for not more than
(the number of candidates to be elected).”

(2) The names of the candidates for each office shall be listed in
alphabetical order by surname followed by the candidate’s town of residence,
and the party or parties by which the candidate has been nominated, or in the
case of independent candidates who have not chosen some other name or
identification, by the word “Independent.”

(3) To the right of the party designation shall be an oval in which the
voter may indicate his or her choice by making a cross (X) or filling in the oval
if tabulators are being used.

(4) Ne A candidate’s name shall not appear on the ballot more than
once for any one office.

i o | 7
reduced as needed to fit the candidate name space. [Repealed.]

(e) When an article is to be voted on and the legislative body determines

that the article is too long or unwieldy to show in full on the ballot, it shall be
sufficient for the ballot to show the article by the number and title for that
article as they were listed in the warning for the election. However, the
complete article shall be posted in a conspicuous place within each voting
booth.

Sec. 24. 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is amended to read:
§2474. CHOICE OF PARTY

(@)(1) A person nominated by any means for the same office by more than
one political party may elect, not later than the seeend first Friday following
the primary election may-eleet, the party or parties in which the nominee will
be a candidate. The nominee shall notify in writing the secretary—of-state
Secretary of State or town clerk, as the case may be, of such choice, and only
the party or parties which the nominee so elects shall be printed next to the
nominee’s name on the ballot.

(2) If the nominee does not notify the Secretary of State or the town
clerk of his or her choice of party, the Secretary of State shall print on the
ballot those parties next to the nominee’s name by listing in this order:

(A) the major political party for which the nominee had his or her
name printed on the ballot in the primary;
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(B) any major political parties that nominated the nominee by the
party committee, in the order in which the nominations were submitted to the
Secretary of State;

(C) any major political parties for which the nominee received
write-in votes, in an order from highest to lowest vote counts; and

(D) any minor political parties that nominated the nominee by party
committee, in the order in which the nominations were submitted to the
Secretary of State.

(b)(1) A candidate for state—er—congressional State office who is the
nominee of two or more political parties shall file with the seeretary-of-state

Secretary of State, not later than the seeend first Friday following the primary
election, a statement designating for which party the votes cast for him or her
shall be counted for the purposes of determining whether his or her designated
party shall be a major political party. The party so designated shall be the
first party to be printed immediately after the candidate’s name on the ballot.

(2) If a candidate does not file the statement before the secend first
Friday following the prlmary, the seeFetaFy—ef—state Secretarv of State shall
designate by-ftot-th : a
the party for which the votes cast shall be counted as prowded in subd|V|S|on
(a)(2) of this section.

Sec. 25. 17 V.S.A. § 2478 is amended to read:

§ 2478. NUMBER OF PAPER BALLOTS TO BE PRINTED AND
FURNISHED

* * *

(e) No-votingshall-oceur—in—any-general-electionwhich-does not-use
printed-balots: [Repealed.]

Sec. 26. 17 V.S.A. § 2481 is added to read:
§ 2481. PRINTED BALLOTS REQUIRED

Except in the case of voice votes from the floor, divisions, or voting at a
floor meeting by paper ballot at a local election, no voting shall occur in any
local, primary, or general election which does not use printed ballots.

Sec. 27. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 3 is amended to read:

Subchapter 3. Meting-Machines Vote Tabulators

§ 2491. POLITICAL SUBDIVISION MAY USE VOTING MACHINES
SUBDIVISIONS; VOTE TABULATORS
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(a) A-tewn-may Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a
board of civil authority may, at a meeting held not less than 60 days prior to
an electlon and warned pursuant to 24 V S A § 801 vote af(—an»,'—alcncu:lal—mC

pe hines—) 10 _require
the polltlcal subdlwsmn for WhICh it is elected to use vote tabulators for the
reglsterlng and countlng of votes in subsequent electlons Voting machines

(b) A town with 1,000 or more registered voters as of December 31 in

even-numbered years shall use vote tabulators for the registering and counting
of votes in subsequent elections.

(c)(1) The Office of the Secretary of State shall pay the following costs
associated with this section by using federal Help America Vote Act funds, as
available:

(A) full purchase and warranty cost of vote tabulators, ballot boxes,
and two memory cards for each tabulator;

(B) annual maintenance costs of vote tabulators for each town; and

(C) the first $500.00 of the first pair of a vote tabulator’s memory
cards’ conficuration costs for each primary and general election.

(2) A town shall pay the remainder of any cost not covered by
subdivision (1) of this subsection.

* * *

8§ 2493. RULES FOR USE OF VOHNG-MACHINES VOTE
TABULATORS; AUDITS

(@) The secretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall adopt rules governing the
use and the selection of any veting-machine vote tabulator in the state State.
These rules shall include requirements that:

(1) All municipalities that have voted to use a veting—machine vote
tabulator shall use a uniform veting—machine vote tabulator approved by the

secretary-ofstate Secretary of State.

(2) The seeretary—of-state Secretary of State shall provide for the
security of veting-machines vote tabulators at all times. Veting-machines Vote

tabulators, not including the ballot box portion, shall be locked in a vault or a
secure location at all times when not in use.
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(3)(A) The secretary—of-state—may Secretary of State shall conduct a

random postelection audit of any polling place election results for a primary
or general election within 30 days of the election.

(B) If the seeretary Secretary determines that a random audit shall be
conducted of the election results in a town or city, the town clerk shall direct
two members of the board of civil authority to transport the ballot bags to the

office of the seeretary—of-state Secretary not later than 10:00 a.m. on the
morning when the seeretary Secretary has scheduled the audit.

(C) The seeretary Secretary shall open the ballot bags and conduct
the audit in the same manner as ballots are counted under sections 2581
through 2588 of this title chapter. The seeretary—of-state Secretary shall
publicly announce the results of the audit as well as the results from the
original return of the vote.

(D) If the seeretary Secretary finds that the audit indicates that there
was possible fraud in the count or return of votes, the-seeretary he or she shall
refer the results to the attorney—general Attorney General for possible
prosecution.

3)4)(A) All veting—machines vote tabulators shall be set to reject a

ballot that contains an overvote and provide the voter the opportunity to
correct the overvote, have the ballot declared spoiled, and obtain another
ballot. If an early voter absentee ballot contains an overvote, the elections
official shall override the veting—machine vote tabulator and count all races
except any race that contains an overvote.

4)(B) All veting—machines vote tabulators shall be set not to reject

undervotes.

(5) Establish a process for municipalities using veting—machines vote
tabulators, whereby markings on ballots that are unreadable by a machine

vote tabulator may be transferred by a pair of election officials, who are not
members of the same political party, to ballots that are readable by the
machine vote tabulator.

(6) Establish a process for using vote tabulators in recounts.

(b) Each veting-machine vote tabulator shall be tested using official ballots
that are marked clearly as “test ballots” at least 10 days prior to an election.

(c) The same vote tabulator used in any local, primary, or general election
shall not be used in a recount of that election.

(d) A vote tabulator shall be a stand-alone device that shall not be
connected to any other device or connections such as wireless connections,
cable connections, cellular telephones, or telephone lines.
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(e) A municipality only may use a vote tabulator as provided in this title
which registers and counts votes cast on paper ballots and which otherwise
meets the requirements of this title. A municipality shall not use any type of
voting machine on which a voter casts his or her vote.

§ 2494. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS

(a) Except as this subchapter affects the method of registering votes and
ascertaining the result, the laws of this state State pertaining to elections shall
be applicable. The laws pertaining to early or absentee voters shall in no way
be affected by this subchapter, and votes cast by early or absentee voters shall

be counted with votes registered counted on veting-machines vote tabulators.

(b) In towns using veting—machines vote tabulators, the board of civil
authority may vote to open polling places at 5:00 a.m., provided that at least
three elections officials are present, two of whom are from different parties. If
all early voter absentee ballots have not been deposited into the veting
machines vote tabulators before the closing of the polls at 7:00 p.m., the
elections officials shall continue to deposit ballots using the same procedure as
provided in subsection 2561(b) of this title, treating each ballot as a voter
waiting to cast his or her ballot at the close of the polls.

§ 2495. FORM-OFBALLOT

ol - | hanical devi I : h i
it i j i - [Repealed.]

§ 2499. MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS FOR VOTING MACHINES
TRANSFER OF PAPER BALLOTS FROM VOTE TABULATORS

The presiding officer, with the assistance of at least two election officials,
may transfer voted ballots from the box attached to the veting-machine vote
tabulator to another secure ballot box or secured ballot bag whenever
necessary during election day in order to allow the maehine vote tabulator to
continue to function properly.
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Sec. 28. SECRETARY OF STATE; REPORT; USING VOTE
TABULATORS IN RECOUNTS; CONDUCTING AUDITS;
VOTING BY MAIL; USING ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN
ELECTION PETITIONS

(a) The Secretary of State by January 15, 2015 shall report to the Senate
and House Committees on Government Operations on:

(1) His or her proposed process for using vote tabulators in recounts
and for the certification of vote tabulators. The Secretary shall consider
whether and under what circumstances a town may be permitted to conduct a
recount by counting ballots by hand in lieu of using vote tabulators.

(2) His or her proposed process for conducting audits of elections. The
Secretary shall specifically consider the use of risk-limiting audits.

(3) Statistics regarding increased voter participation in other
jurisdictions which use voting by mail and the feasibility and cost of
implementing voting by mail in this State.

(4) His or her proposed process for obtaining electronic signatures for
municipal meeting articles, nominating municipal officers, and primary

petitions.

(b) In considering the processes set forth in subdivisions (a)(1) and (2) of
this section, the Secretary shall consult with stakeholders interested in those

Processes.
Sec. 29. 17 V.S.A. § 2535 is amended to read:

8 2535. FORM OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS AND
ENVELOPES; FEDERAL OR MILITARY REQUIREMENTS

* * *

(

state; to conform with minimum pestal—mititary—naval—air—force—or—other
federal or military regulations and orders covering the transportation of such
ballots, provided that the text is identical in substance, except as to type size,
with that appearing on the official ballots.

Sec. 30. 17 V.S.A. § 2567 is amended to read:

§ 2567. REGISTERING VOTES ON-VOTING MACHINES VOTING
SYSTEMS FOR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES
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theeaei—ef—thege&rém# |Re9ealed |

(b) All polling places;regardless-of-whether-the-municipality-has-voted-to

use-a voting-machine pursbant to-section 2492 of this title, shall possess at
least one voting system approved by the seeretary-of-state Secretary of State

equipped for individuals with disabilities, including accessibility for the people
who are blind and visually-impaired people who have a visual impairment, to
vote independently and privately.

Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read:
8§ 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE

In towns using—paper—ballots that do not use vote tabulators, the ballot
boxes shall not be opened nor the ballots counted before the closing of the
polls. In towns using veting-machines vote tabulators, the machine tabulator
counts shall not be viewed or printed before the closing of the polls.

Sec. 32. 17 V.S.A. § 2583 is amended to read:

8 2583. OFFICIAL CHECKLIST TO BE TALLIED; STORAGE OF
CHECKLIST

(@)(1) The presiding officer, as soon after the closing of the polls as
possible, shall cause both certified checklists to be examined and the number
of voters checked as having voted to be tallied. Both tallies shall be recorded
by the presiding officer. The presiding officer shall prepare a statement listing
any discrepancies between the checklists, including the names involved and
other details relating to the discrepancies.

(2) Eaeh Unless the board of civil authority votes not to use an exit
checklist under section 2507 of this chapter, each checklist shall be identified
as either the “entrance” or “exit” checklist, and the exit checklist, together
with a statement of discrepancies, shall be sealed and stored with the ballots
and tally sheets as provided in section 2590 of this title chapter. The entrance
checklist shall be safely stored so that the public cannot have access to it for a
period of 90 days except under the direct supervision of the town clerk.

stemdwﬁh—the—b&l#e%s—and—t&”y—ehee%& | Repealed |
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Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A. § 2701 is amended to read:

§ 2701. PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY; TIME OF HOLDING; FORM OF
BALLOT

In presidential election years, a presidential primary for each major
political party shall be held in all municipalities on the first Tuesday in March.
The secretary-of state Secretary of State shall prepare and distribute for use at
the primary an official ballot for each party for which one or more candidates
qualify for the placing of their names on the ballot under section 2702 of this
title. Ballots shall be printed on index stock and configured to be readable by
vote tabulators.

*** Polling Places * * *
Sec. 34. 17 V.S.A. § 2502 is amended to read:
8 2502. LOCATION OF POLLING PLACES
(a) Each polling place shall be located in a public place within the town.
(b) The board of civil authority shall take such measures as are necessary

to assure that elderly—and-handicapped voters who are elders or have a
disability may conveniently and secretly cast their votes. Measures which may
be taken shall includebut-are-nottimitedto: location of polling places on the
ground floor of a building; providing ramps, elevators, or other facilities for
access to the polling place; providing a stencil overlay for ballots; providing a
separate polling place with direct communication to the main polling place;
and permitting election officials to carry a ballot to a-handicapped-orelderly
an elder or to a person who has a disability in order to permit that person to
mark the ballot while in a motor vehicle adjacent to the polling place. For
purposes of this subsection, the board of civil authority shall have full
jurisdiction on the day of an election over the premises at which a polling
place is located.

(c)(1) Thirty days prior to a local, primary, or general election, the town
clerk shall submit to the Secretary of State a list of polling places within the
municipality that will be used in that election. The list shall include the name
of the polling location, its physical address, and the time the polling place will

open.

(2)(A) A municipality may change the location of a polling place less
than 30 days prior to an election only in cases of emergency. If a municipality
changes the location of a polling place less than 30 days prior to the election,
the town clerk shall notify the Secretary of State within 24 hours of the change
and provide the new polling place information.

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 90 of 122

(B) The Secretary of State shall assist any municipality that needs to
change the location of a polling place on the day of an election due to an
emergency, including assisting in finding a new location and informing the
public of that new location.

(C) The Secretary of State shall inform the State chairs of Vermont’s
major political parties of any changes made to polling places that he or she is
aware of made less than 30 days prior to an election.

(3) The Secretary of State shall provide on his or her official website a
list of polling places that will be used in any local, primary, or general election
within the State, and shall specifically provide notice on that website of any
change in the location of a municipality’s polling place.

** * Early or Absentee Voters * * *
Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. 8 2532 is amended to read:
§ 2532. APPLICATIONS; FORM

(@)(1) An early or absentee voter, or an authorized family member or
health care provider acting in the voter’s behalf, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot by telephone, in person, or in writing. “Family member” here
means a person’s spouse, children, brothers, sisters, parents, spouse’s parents,
grandparents, and spouse’s grandparents. Any other authorized person may
apply in writing or in person.

(2) The application shall be in substantially the following form:
REQUEST FOR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT
Name of early or absentee voter:

Current address:

Residence (if different):
Date:
If applicant is other than early or absentee voter:

Name of applicant:

Address of applicant:

Relationship to early or absentee voter:

Organization, if applicable:

Date: Signature of applicant:
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2)(3) If the application is made by telephone or in writing, the
information supplied must be in substantial conformance with the information
requested on this form.

* x *

(9)(1) _Any person who applies for an early voter absentee ballot knowing
the person is without authorization from the early or absentee voter shall be
fined not more than $100.00 per violation for the first three violations; not
more than $500.00 per violation for the fourth through ninth violations; and
not more than $1,000.00 per violation for the tenth and subsequent violations.

(2) The Attorney General or a State’s Attorney, whenever he or she has
reason to believe any person to be or to have been in violation of this
provision, shall conduct a civil investigation in accordance with the
procedures set forth in section 2904 of this title.

Sec. 36. 17 V.S.A. § 2534 is amended to read:
8§ 2534. LIST OF EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTERS

(a) The Secretary of State shall make accessible for each primary election,
presidential primary election, and general election a statewide list of voters
who have requested an early voter absentee ballot. The list shall contain the
State voter identification number, name, registration address, address the
ballot was mailed to, and legislative district of each voter.

(b) Upon receipt of the valid applications the town clerk shall make-a-tist-of

st apdonelectop doy penel colline olaen wn the owen (pclate fhe
Secretary of State’s statewide list of early or absentee voters by a method
approved by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 37. 17 V.S.A. § 2538 is amended to read:
§ 2538. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS BY JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

(@)(1) In the case of persons who are early or absentee voters due to illness
or physical disability, ballots shall be delivered in the following manner unless
the early or absentee voter has requested pursuant to section 2539 of this title
that the early voter absentee ballots be mailed.

(2) Not later than three days prior to the election, the board of civil
authority or, upon request of the board, the town clerk, shall designate in pairs
justices of the peace in numbers sufficient to deliver early voter absentee
ballots to the applicants for early voter absentee ballots who have stated in
their applications that they are unable to vote in person at the polling place
due to illness or physical disability but who have not requested in their
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applications that early voter absentee ballots be mailed to them. No pair shall
consist of two justices from the same political party.

(3) If there shall not be available a sufficient number of justices to make
up the required number of pairs, a member of each remaining pair shall be
designated by the board, to be selected from lists of registered voters submitted
by the chairs of the town committees of political parties, and from among
registered voters who in written application to the board state that they are not
affiliated with any political party.

(4) No candidate or spouse, parent, or child of a candidate shall be
eligible to perform the duties prescribed by this section unless the candidate
involved is not disqualified by section 2456 of this title from serving as an
election official. This shall not prevent a candidate for district office from
serving as a justice in another district.

(5) The compensation of justices and voters designated under this
subsection shall be fixed by the board of civil authority and shall be paid by
the town.

(b) The town clerk shall divide the list of ill or physically disabled
applicants into approximately as many equal parts as there are pairs of
justices so designated, having regard to the several parts of the town in which
the appllcants may be found Dmmetme ot dbe pindl ol senenclne

As soon as early voter absentee ballots are
available, the clerk shall deliver to each pair of justices one part of the list,
together with early erabsentee voter absentee ballots and envelopes for each
applicant. When justices receive ballots and envelopes prior to election day,
they shall receive only the ballots and envelopes they are assigned to deliver
on that day.

(c) Each pair of justices on the days they are assigned to deliver the ballots
and envelopes, shall call upon each of the early or absentee voters whose
name appears on the part of the list furnished to them and shall deliver early
voter absentee ballots and envelopes to each early or absentee voter. The
early or absentee voter shall then proceed to mark the ballots alone or in the
presence of the justices, but without exhibiting them to the justices or to any
other person, except that when the early or absentee voter is blind or
physically unable to mark his or her ballot, they may be marked by one of the
justices in full view of the other.

Sec. 38. 17 V.S.A. § 2539 is amended to read:

§ 2539. MAILING OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS;
PERMANENTLY DISABLED VOTERS
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(a) Unless the early or absentee voter votes in the town clerk’s office, or
unless the justices are to deliver the early voter absentee ballots to the early or
absentee voter, the town clerk shall provide to the early or absentee voter who
comes to the town clerk’s office a complete set of early voter absentee ballots
or mail a complete set of early voter absentee ballots to each early or absentee
voter for whom a valid application has been filed. The early voter absentee
ballots shall be mailed forthwith upon the filing of a valid application, or upon
the town clerk’s receipt of the necessary ballots, whichever is later. Early

(b) In the case of persons who are early or absentee voters due to illness or
physical disability, if the voter or authorized person requests in his or her
application or otherwise that early voter absentee ballots be mailed rather
than delivered by justices of the peace, the town clerk shall mail the ballots;
otherwise the ballots shall be delivered to such voters by justices of the peace.
In the case of all other early or absentee voters, the town clerk shall mail the
early voter absentee ballots, unless the voter chooses to apply and vote in
person at the town clerk’s office.

(c) _Early voter absentee ballots to military or overseas voters shall be sent
air mail, first class, postpaid when such service is available, or they may be
sent by email when requested by the voter. The town clerk’s office shall be
open on the 46th day before any election that includes a federal office and the
town clerk shall send on or before that day all absentee ballots to any military
or overseas voter who requested an early voter absentee ballot on or before
that day. On that day the town clerk shall complete any reporting
requirements and any other responsibilities regarding the mailing of early
voter absentee ballots to military or overseas voters, as directed by the
Secretary of State.

Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. § 2546 is amended to read:

§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN
BALLOT BOX

(@)(1)(A) No sooner than 30 days before the opening of polls on election
day, the town clerk of a municipality with at least 300 registered voters on its
checklist may direct two election officials working together to open the outside
envelope in order to sort early voter absentee ballots by ward and district, may
data enter the return of the ballots by the voter, may determine that the
certificate has been signed, and may place the inside envelopes in various
secure containers to be transported to the polling places on election day.
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(B) No sooner than 48 hours before the opening of polls on election
day, a town clerk in all other municipalities may direct two election officials
working together to open the outside envelope and remove the certificate
envelope in order to determine that an early voter absentee ballot certificate
has been properly signed by the early voter, and that the name of the early
voter appears on the checklist.

(2) The election officials shall check the name of the early voter off the
entrance checklist and place the sealed envelope into a secure container
marked ‘“checked in early voter absentee ballots” to be transported to the
polling place on election day.

(3) Upon opening of the polls on election day, ballots from this
container shall be opened by election officials, who are not members of the
same political party, and deposited either into the ballot box or into the vetinrg
machine vote tabulator.

(b) The town clerk or presiding officer shall deliver the unopened early
voter absentee ballots to the election officials at the place where the entrance
checklist is located.

(1) If the ballots are in a container marked “checked in early voter
absentee ballots,” two election officials from different political parties shall
open the envelopes and deposit the ballots into the ballot box or into the veting
machine vote tabulator.

(2) If the ballots have not been previously checked off the entrance
checklist and if an election official determines that the certificate on the
envelope is signed by the early voter, the name of the early voter appears on
the checklist, and the early voter is not a first-time voter in the municipality
who registered by mail, the election official shall mark the checklist, open the
envelope, and deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box or veting-machine
vote tabulator.

(3) If the early voter is a first-time voter who registered by mail, the
election official shall determine whether the identification required under
subdivision 2563(1) of this title has been submitted by the voter. Upon
ascertaining that the proper identification has been submitted by the voter, the
election official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, and deposit the
ballot in the proper ballot box or vetinrg-machine vote tabulator. If the proper
identification has not been submitted, the ballot shall be treated as a
provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter.

(c) All early voter absentee ballots shall be commingled with the ballots of
voters who have voted in person.
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* * * Count and Return of Votes * * *
Sec. 40. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read:
§ 2588. FILING RETURNS

(@) In towns that count all ballots by hand, as the count of votes for each
office or public question is completed, the presiding officer and at least one
other election official shall collect the tally sheets, enter the totals shown on
the tally sheets upon the summary sheets, add and enter the sum of the figures,
and sign the summary sheets. As each summary sheet is completed, the
presiding officer shall publicly announce the results.

(b) In towns that use vote tabulating-machines tabulators, after the close of
the polls and after all remaining absentee or transfer ballots have been fed
into the machine vote tabulator, the presiding officer shall insert the ender
card and the tabulator will print a tape of unofficial results. The presiding
officer shall print at least two additional copies of the tabulator tape. The
unofficial results from the tape may be publicly announced, and one copy of
the printed tape may be posted in the polling place upon a placard that clearly
states: “Unofficial incomplete results.”

(c)(1)_The town clerk shall report as soon as practicable on the day of the
election the unofficial vote counts of all candidates whose names appeared on
the ballot to the Secretary of State. The report shall be made by electronically
submitting the vote counts on the Secretary’s online elections reporting system
or, if unable to submit electronically, by submitting those vote counts to the
Secretary of State by telephone, facsimile, or e-mail.

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that any vote counts submitted by
telephone, facsimile, or e-mail are entered into his or her online elections
reporting system as soon as practicable after he or she receives them.

(3) The Secretary’s online elections reporting system shall cause the
unofficial vote counts to be posted immediately on the Secretary’s official
website as soon as those vote counts are submitted.

(d) The presiding officer and one other election official then shall proceed
either to complete the return at once, or to store the summary sheets in a safe
and secure place until their retrieval for completion of the return. In any
event, no later than 24 hours after the polls close, the presiding officer and at
least one other election official shall transfer the totals from the summary
sheets to the proper spaces on the return, and both shall sign the return. The
town clerk shall store the summary sheets safely so that the public cannot
reasonably have access to them for a period of 90 days without the town
clerk’s consent. The original of the return shall be delivered to the town clerk.

In a manner prescribed by the seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State and within
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48 hours of the close of the polls, the town clerk shall deliver to the seeretary
of-state Secretary of State, the senatorial district clerk, the county clerk, and
the representative district clerk one certified copy each of the return. The town
clerk shall also make a copy available to the public upon request.

Sec. 41. 17 V.S.A. § 2593 is amended to read:
§ 2593. PARTICIPATION TO BE ENTERED ON STATEWIDE
CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK

Not later than 60 days after the a primary election, presidential primary, or
general election, the town clerk shall indicate on the town or municipal
checklist of the statewide checklist each voter’s participation, participation
method, and political party of ballot taken, if applicable, in the primary
election, presidential primary, or general election by a method approved by

the seeretary-of state Secretary of State.

*** Recounts * * *
Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 9 is amended to read:
Subchapter 9. Recounts and Contest of Elections
§ 2601. RECOUNTS

(a) Inan election for statewide office, county office, or state senator, if the
difference between the number of votes cast for a winning candidate and the
number of votes cast for a losing candidate is less than two percent of the total
votes cast for all the candidates for an office, divided by the number of persons
to be elected, that losing candidate shall have the right to have the votes for
that office recounted.

(b) In an election for all other offices, if the difference between the number
of votes cast for a winning candidate and the number of votes cast for a losing
candidate is less than five percent of the total votes cast for all the candidates
for an office, divided by the number of persons to be elected, that losing
candidate shall have the right to have the votes for that office recounted.

§ 2602. PROCEDURE PETITIONS FOR RECOUNTS

(@) In the case of recounts for local elections and recounts for the office of
justice of the peace, the procedures for conducting the recount shall be as
provided in subchapter 3 of chapter 55 of this title.

(b) In the case of recounts other than specified in subsection (a) of this
section, the following procedure shall apply. A petition for a recount shall be
filed within 20 seven calendar days after the election. The petition shall be

filed with the eivil-division-of-the-superioreourt Civil Division of the Superior

Court, Washington County, in the case of candidates for state State or
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congressional office, or for a presidential election; the petition shall be filed
with the superier-court Superior Court in any county in which votes were cast
for the office to be recounted, in the case of any other office. The petition shall
be supported, if possible, by a certified copy of the certificate of election
prepared by the canvassing committee, verifying the total number of votes cast
and the number of votes cast for each candidate.

(c)(1) The superioreourt Superior Court shall set an-early the date for of

the recount to be five business days after the Court receives the petition for the

recount—netifying and shall notify all candidates at-least-five-daysin-advance

of that date no later than the next business day after the petition is received.

(2) The Superior Court shall forward a copy of the petition to the county
clerk. The eeurt Court shall order the town clerk or clerks having custody of

the ballots to be recounted to—appeint—two—election—officials—who—are—hot
members-of-the-samepolitical-party-who-shall or their designees to transport

them to the county clerks of their respective counties before the day set for the
recount. County clerks shall store all ballots, still in their sealed containers, in

their vaults until the day of the recount. Fhe-court-shall-appeint-a-sufficient
number of impartial voters as a committee to recount the votes.

* * *

(i) The secretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall bear the costs of recounts
covered under this chapter.

§ 2602a. APPOINTMENT OF RECOUNT COMMITTEE; SETTING DATE
OF RECOUNT

(@)(1) Upon receipt of a petition, the county clerk shall notify the
chairpersens Chairs of the relevant county political committees that a petition
has been filed requesting a recount and advising them to submit immediately a
list of nominees for individuals to serve on a recount committee.

(2) In the case of a recount in a primary election, the county clerk shall
notify all candidates for the office which is the subject of the recount, advising
them to submit immediately a list of nominees for individuals to serve on a
recount committee.

(3) If a candidate for an office which is the subject of a recount is from a
party which does not have a county committee, the county clerk shall send a
copy of the notice to the state State committee of the party advising them to
submit immediately a list of nominees for individuals to serve on a recount
committee.

(4) If a candidate for an office which is the subject of a recount is
independent, the county clerk shall send that candidate wi-be-sent a copy of
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the notice and requested to submit immediately a similar list of nominees for
individuals to serve on a recount committee.

(5) If a list of nominees is not delivered to the county clerk with—due

speed within two business days, the clerk;-before-the-judge-sets-the-date-for-the
recount; shall notify the appropriate candidates that they have 24 hours to

submit lists of nominees for individuals to serve on the recount committee.

(b) The superior—eourt Superior Court shall set-an—early—date—for—the

recount—making make appointments to the recount committee from among
those nominated under this section. In making these appointments, the eeurt
Court shall appoint an equal number of persons from each party and from
those persons representmg an mdependent candldate After—makingthe

8 2602b. ASSIGNMENT OF DUTIES

(@) The county clerk shall supervise the recount and may appoint a
sufficient number of impartial assistants to perform appropriate tasks which
have not been assigned to recount committee members. The county clerk shall
recruit town clerks to serve as impartial assistants to the county clerk for
operating the vote tabulators. The county clerk shall store all ballots, still in
their sealed containers, in his or her vault until the day of the recount.

* * *

§ 2602c. PREPARATION FOR RECOUNT

(a) Before the recount begins, the county clerk shall explain the recount
procedures which are to be followed and shall answer questions relating to
such procedures. The county clerk shall use volunteer town clerks to operate
and instruct on the use of vote tabulators.

(b) Fhe Each recount teams-established team shall recount the contents of
one container before anothercentaineris-epened opening another container at
its table, shall recount the contents of all the containers relating to one polling
place before moving to those of another polling place, and shall complete the
recount for one town before moving to material relating to another town.

(c) For each polling place, the number of containers shall be counted and
recorded on the master list.

(d) Before opening, each container shall be inspected, and if no tag is
present, replacement manila tags shall be affixed, specifying date of election

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 99 of 122

and name of town and polling place. Likewise, each seal shall be examined to
see if it is intact, and the county clerk shall attach to any bag with a defective
seal a tag stating that the seal was defective and containing the information
which was contained on the defective seal.

(e) Uncounted containers shall be kept in one part of the room and moved
to the other side as they are counted; each team shall have a separate table
and the county clerk shall have a separate table, all of which tables shall be
spaced apart.

() If there is more than one container from a polling place, the county
clerk shall open first the container which is identified as containing the
checklist.  Upon opening the first container in the presence of the clerk
observer team, the county clerk shall empty the contents onto the clerk’s table.
The county clerk shall ensure that teams are not given unused ballots, early or
absentee ballots which arrived after the close of polls, or ballots spoiled by
voters and turned in by voters requesting fresh ballots.

§ 2602d. EXAMINATION OF CHECKLISTS

* * *

(d) The number finally determined by a majority of team members shall be
submitted to the county clerk in the presence of the clerk observer team,
together with an indication of the nature and extent of the disagreement. If one
or more team members do not agree with the number submitted, the county
clerk shall note on the master list the fact that the number of people appearing
as having voted on a specified checklist was subject to dispute.

8§ 2602e. SORTING OF BALLOTS

* * *

(b) The teams, except the clerk observer team and possibly the team which
is processing the checklists, shall proceed to their tables and each team shall
get from the county clerk one pile of ballots, one tally sheet and one
double-check sheet per 50 ballots, unless there are more persons per team who
serve as double-check persons, in which case, each such person shall be
assigned a double-check sheet. If a team spoils a tally sheet or needs to
retally, it must turn in the tally sheet in order to get another one.

8§ 2602f. FHIRSTFALLY RECOUNT BY VOTE TABULATOR

balets—and/erspeiled-ballots Vote tabulator-readable ballots from each pile

shall be fed through a vote tabulator by one team until all vote
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tabulator-readable ballots from the container have been entered. For ballots
unable to be read by a vote tabulator, such as damaged or plain paper ballots,
a second team shall collect these ballots from the pile and transfer the voter’s
choices on those ballots to blank ballots provided by the Secretary of State.
After all of the vote tabulator-readable ballots have been fed through the vote
tabulator, the first team shall feed through the vote tabulator any transfer
ballots created by the second team.

(2) The recount teams shall switch roles for each subsequent container
of ballots of a polling place that are to be fed through the vote tabulator, if
there is more than one container per polling place.

(3) This process shall be used until all ballots from a polling place have
been tabulated by a vote tabulator.

(b) After all ballots from a polling place have been tabulated by a vote
tabulator, a recount team shall print the tabulator tape containing the
unofficial results and document those results on a tally sheet. Another recount
team shall then open the tabulator’s ballot box and remove all ballots. The
ballots shall then be divided among the recount teams to be examined to find
write-in_names _and markings of voter intent that were not vote tabulator-
readable as outlined in the Secretary of State’s vote tabulator guide and most
recent elections procedures manual. A caller, tally person, and double-check
person shall be used to examine the ballots removed from the ballot box. If the
caller and the observer or observers do not agree on how a ballot should be
counted, the entire team shall review the ballot and if all members agree, it
shall be counted that way.

(c) If one person does not agree, that ballot shall be set aside as a
questioned ballot and a copy shall be made, which copy shall be clearly
marked on its face identifying it as a copy. Sueh Any copies shall be placed on
the top of the other ballots and shall remain together with the other ballots.
Each original ballot deemed questionable shall be attached to a note which
identifies it by town, county, polling place, and bag seal number. The
originals of these questionable ballots shall be clipped to the summary sheet
for that polling place and returned to the court for a final decision.

(d) After the eeurt Court has rendered a final decision on a given
questionable ballot, it shall be returned to the county clerk who shall keep it in
a sealed container for a period of two years.

(e) Write-in votes for preprinted candidates shall be counted as votes for
that candidate.

(f) If the tally persons do not agree on the number of votes for a candidate
on ballots not able to be read by the vote tabulator, the ballots shall be

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 101 of 122

retallied until they do agree. Then the team shall notify the clerk that it has
completed the-first its recount.

* kx *

§ 2602h. COMPLETING THE TALLY

(a) After the totals for a polling place have been listed, the county clerk
shall add them up in the presence of the clerk observer team, and shall
compare the number with the number of voters who voted at that polling place,
according to the number obtained from the team that examined the certified
checklist. If these numbers differ, the county clerk shall note the amount of the
difference on the summary sheets for that polling place.

(b) The county clerk shall return all ballots to the container, seal it, record
the seal number on the summary sheet, write “recounted” and specify the date
of the recount on the tag, and move it to the other side of the room, making
sure that there is never more than one bag open at any one time.

(c) This procedure shall be repeated for each container, until the results
from a polling place have been recounted, and then it shall be repeated until
the results from all polling places in a town have been recounted, and then
until the results from all towns have been recounted.

(d) The county clerk shall add the totals on each summary sheet, affix the
clerk’s seal and send the summary sheets for all polling places together with
the master list and any questionable ballots to the court by certified mail,
return receipt requested, or shall certify the results to the judge.

§ 2602i. COSTS

Recount committee members and assistants designated by the county clerk
shall be paid by the state State at the same per diem and mileage rates and
according to the same procedures by which jurors are paid. These and other
necessary expenses, as approved by the court, shall be paid by the state State
through the eowrtadministrator-s—office Court Administrator’s Office. The
secretary-of state Secretary of State shall reimburse the cowrt-administrator-s
office Court Administrator’s Office.

8 2602j. OTHER RULES FOR CONDUCTING THE RECOUNT

(@) The county clerk shall preserve order. If a person, after notice, is
persistently disorderly and refuses to withdraw from the premises, the county
clerk may cause the person to be removed from the premises.

(b) The county clerk shall designate an area within which the recount shall
take place. Persons who are not committee members shall be permitted to
view a recount in progress, but persons not authorized by the county clerk
shall not be permitted within the area designated by the county clerk.
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* k *

§ 2602k. AFTER THE RECOUNT

* kx *

(b) After the recount, the county clerk shall seal the ballots and other
materials back in the containers and store them in the county clerk’s vault until
returned to the towns. The county clerk shall return all ballots to the
respective town clerks after issuance of the court’s judgment, together with a
copy of the judgment. The state—pelice respective town clerks or their
designees shall transport the ballots to the towns from which they came.

* * *

Sec. 43. REPEAL

17 V.S.A. 88 2492 (leqislative branch to obtain voting machines), 2602q
(second tally), and 2602I (recounts using voting machines) are repealed.

* * *\/acancies * * *
Sec. 44. 17 V.S.A. § 2623 is amended to read:
§2623. VACANCIES IN OFFICES WITHIN THIS STATE

(@) Inthe event of a vacancy in any state State, county, or legislative office,
the gevernor Governor may request the political party or parties of the person
whose death or resignation created the vacancy to submit one or more
recommendations as to a successor. The proper committee to which a request
for recommendation shall be directed shall be:

* % %
* * * | ocal Elections * * *
Sec. 45. 17 V.S.A. § 2640 is amended to read:
8§ 2640. ANNUAL MEETINGS

(a) A meeting of the legal voters of each town shall be held annually on the
first Tuesday of March for the election of officers and the transaction of other
business, and it may be adjourned to another date. When a tewn municipality
fails to hold an annual meeting, a warning for a subsequent meeting shall be
issued immediately, and at that meeting all the officers required by law may be
elected and its business transacted.

* * *

Sec. 46. 17 V.S.A. § 2642 is amended to read:
§ 2642. WARNING AND NOTICE CONTENTS
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(@)(1) The warning shall include the date and time of the election, location
of the polling place or places, and the nature of the meeting or election.

(2) It shall, by separate articles, specifically indicate the business to be
transacted, to include the offices and the questions to be voted upon.

(3)(A) The warning shall also contain any article or articles requested
by a petition signed by at least five percent of the voters of the municipality
and filed with the municipal clerk not less than 48 45 days before the day of
the meeting.

(B) The clerk receiving the petitions shall immediately proceed to
examine them to ascertain whether they conform to the provisions of this
subchapter. If found not to conform, he or she shall state in writing on the
petition why it cannot be accepted, and within 24 hours from receipt, he or she
shall return it to the petitioners. In this case, supplementary petitions may be
filed not later than 48 hours after the petition was returned to the petitioners
by the clerk. However, supplementary petitions shall not be accepted if
petitions with signatures of different persons totaling at least the number
specified in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (3) were not filed by the filing
deadline.

(b) The posted notice that accompanies the warning shall include
information on voter registration, information on early or absentee voting
where applicable, and other appropriate information.

Sec. 47. 17 V.S.A. § 2643 is amended to read:
§ 2643. SPECIAL MEETINGS

(@) The legislative body may warn a special municipal meeting when they
deem it necessary and shall call a special meeting on the application of five
percent of the voters. A special meeting shall be ealled warned within 15 days

of receipt of the application by the legistative-bedy town clerk.
(b) il . hatl_when 4 icinali untili

(c) The legislative body may rescind the call of a special meeting called by
them but not a special meeting called on application of five percent of the
voters.
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Sec. 48. 17 V.S.A. § 2646 is amended to read:
§ 2646. TOWN OFFICERS; QUALIFICATION; ELECTION

At the annual meeting, a town shall choose from among its legaly-gualified
registered voters the following town officers, who shall serve until the next
annual meeting and until successors are chosen, unless otherwise provided
by law:

* X %
Sec. 49. 17 V.S.A. § 2660 is amended to read:

§ 2660. CONDUCT OF ELECTION

(a) When voting is at a floor meeting by paper ballot, the polls shall be kept
open a reasonable time and reasonable notice shall be given before they close.

(b) When election is by ballot, a majority of all votes cast for any office
shall be required for an election, unless otherwise provided by law; provided
that when there is but one nominee for an office, unless objection is made, the
legal voters may vote to instruct the town clerk to cast one ballot for such
nominee and upon such ballot being cast he or she shall be declared elected.

* * *

Sec. 50. 17 V.S.A. § 2661 is amended to read:
§ 2661. RECONSIDERATION OR RESCISSION OF VOTE

(@) A warned article voted on at an annual or special meeting of a
municipality shall not be submitted to the voters for reconsideration or
rescission at the same meeting after the assembly has begun consideration of
another article. If the voters have begun consideration of another article, the
original article may only be submitted to the voters at a subsequent annual or
special meeting duly warned for the purpose and called by the legislative body
on its own motion or pursuant to a petition requesting such reconsideration or
rescission signed and submitted in accordance with subsection (b) of this
section. A vote taken at an annual or special meeting shall remain in effect
unless rescinded or amended.

* % %
() A municipality shall not reconsider a vote to elect a local officer.
Sec.51. 17 V.S.A. § 2681 is amended to read:
§ 2681. NOMINATIONS;; PETITIONS; CONSENTS

(@)(1) Nominations of the municipal officers shall be by petition. The
petition shall be filed with the municipal clerk, together with the endorsement,
if any, of any party or parties in accordance with the provisions of this title, no
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later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth Monday preceding the day of the election,
which shall be the filing deadline.

(2) The candidate shall also file a written consent to the printing of the

candidate’s name on the ballot-ne-laterthan-5:00-p-m—on-the-Wednesday-after
the-filing-deadhlne on or before the filing deadline for petitions as set forth in

subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(3) A petition shall contain the name of only one candidate, and the
candidate’s name shall appear on the petition as it does on the voter checklist.
A voter shall not sign more than one petition for the same office, unless more
than one nomination is to be made, in which case the voter may sign as many
petitions as there are nominations to be made for the same office.

(b) A petition shall contain at least 30 valid signatures of voters of the
municipality or one percent of the legal voters of the municipality, whichever is
less. The candidate, prior to circulating his or her petitions, shall print on
them his or her name as it appears on the voter checklist and shall indicate
clearly on them which office he or she is seeking. If there are different lengths
of term available for an office the candidate must indicate clearly the length of
term as well.

* * *

Sec. 52. 17 V.S.A. § 2681a is amended to read:
§ 2681a. LOCAL ELECTION BALLOTS

* * *

(b)(1) On the local election ballot, the candidate’s name shall appear as
provided in his or her consent form.

(2) The board of civil authority may vote to list a street address for each
candidate, or the town of residence of each candidate, or no residence at all
for each candidate.

* k% %
Sec. 53. 17 V.S.A. § 2682 is amended to read:
§ 2682. PROCESS OF VOTING; APPOINTMENTS
(a) Election expenses shall be assumed by the municipality.
(b) Returns shall be filed with the town clerk.

(¢) In a municipal election controlled by this subchapter, the person
receiving the greatest number of votes for an office shall be declared elected to
that office; and a certificate of election need not be issued. Hewever—in-order
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(d) In the event no person files a petition for an office which is to be filled
at the annual or special meeting of a municipality, and if no person is
otherwise elected to fill the office, a majority of the legislative body of the
municipality may appoint a voter of the municipality to fill the office until the
next annual meeting.

(f) When the same number of persons are nominated for any town office as

there are positions to be filled, the presiding officer may declare the whole
slate of candidates elected without making individual tallies, provided each
person on the slate has more votes than the largest number of write-in votes
for any one write-in candidate.

Sec. 54. 17 V.S.A. § 2682a is added to read:
§ 2682a. WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 2682 of this subchapter, in order
to be elected, a write-in candidate shall receive at least 30 votes or the votes of
one percent of the registered voters in the municipality, whichever is less.

Sec. 55. 17 V.S.A. § 2682b is added to read:
§ 2682b. TIE VOTES FOR LOCAL OFFICE

If there is a tie vote for any office, the legislative body or, in its stead, the
municipal clerk shall within seven days warn a runoff election to be held not
less than 15 days nor more than 22 days after the warning. The only
candidates in the runoff election shall be those who were tied in the original
election. However, if one of the candidates that are tied withdraws his or her
candidacy within five days after the election, the town clerk shall certify the
other tied candidate as the winner, and there shall be no runoff election.

Sec. 56. 17 V.S.A. § 2683 is amended to read:
§ 2683. RECOUNTS REQUEST FOR A RECOUNT; CANDIDATES

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 107 of 122

(a) A candidate for local office may request a recount by filing a request
with the municipal clerk within 10 days after the election.

(b) If the difference between the number of votes cast for a winning
candidate and the number of votes cast for a losing candidate is less than five
percent of the total votes cast for all the candidates for an office, divided by the
number of persons to be elected, that losing candidate shall have the right to
have the votes for that office recounted.

Sec. 57. 17 V.S.A. § 2685 is amended to read:
§ 2685. INSRECTHON-OFBALLOTS CONDUCT OF RECOUNT

(a) At the time and place specified by the clerk, the board of civil authority
shall break the seal, open the ballot container, and recount the votes pursuant
to the procedure set forth in section 2685a of this subchapter, unless the
candidate who petitions for a recount requests that the recount be conducted
by eptical-scanner vote tabulator, in which case the recount shall be conducted
by the presiding officer and board of civil authority pursuant to the procedure
set forth in chapter 51, subchapter 9 of this title to the greatest extent

practicable.
(b) The petitioner, the opposing candidates, and their designated

representatives may inspect the ballots and observe the recount under the
guidance of the board.

(c) The board shall certify the result to the clerk, who shall declare the
result.

(d) After the recount, the board shall seal the ballots and other materials
back in the containers and the town clerk shall safely store them as provided in
section 2590 of this title.

Sec. 58. 17 V.S.A. § 2685a is added to read:
§ 2685a. PROCEDURE FOR RECOUNT
(a) Storage of ballots; assignment of duties.

(1) The town clerk shall store all ballots, still in their sealed containers,
in his or her vault until the day of the recount.

(2) The presiding officer shall supervise the recount.

(3) The board of civil authority shall appoint a sufficient number of
impartial assistant election officers to perform appropriate tasks that are not
practicable for the board of civil authority to perform. Each assistant election
officer shall be appointed and sworn as set forth in section 2454 of this title.
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(4) The presiding officer shall assign members of the board of civil
authority to teams of at least four persons, consisting of one caller and one
observer, representing different candidates, and one tally person and one
double-check person, representing different candidates. Any additional team
members shall be additional observers and double-check persons who shall be
assigned to ensure that each candidate has one person assigned as either a
caller or an observer and one person assigned as either a tally person or a
double-check person. One team shall be designated as the presiding officer
observer team, which shall perform only the functions established under this
section for that team.

(5) The board of civil authority shall use fresh seals, manila tags, tally
sheets, double-check sheets, summary sheets for each polling place, master
lists for the entire election to be recounted, and other appropriate material
provided by the Secretary of State.

(b) Preparation for recount.

(1) Before the recount begins, the presiding officer shall explain the
recount procedures which are to be followed and shall answer gquestions
relating to such procedures.

(2) The recount teams established shall recount the contents of one
container before another container is opened and shall recount the contents of
all the containers relating to one polling place before moving to those of
another polling place.

(3) For each polling place, the number of containers shall be counted
and recorded on the master list.

(4) Before opening, each container shall be inspected, and if no tag is
present, replacement manila tags shall be affixed, specifying the date of
election and the name of town and polling place. Likewise, each seal shall be
examined to see if it is intact, and the presiding officer shall attach to any bag
with a defective seal a tag stating that the seal was defective and containing
the information which was contained on the defective seal.

(5) Uncounted containers shall be kept in one part of the room and
moved to the other side as they are counted. Each team shall have a separate
table and the presiding officer shall have a separate table, all of which tables
shall be spaced apart.

(6) If there is more than one container from a polling place, the
presiding officer shall open first the container which is identified as containing
the checklist. Upon opening the first container in the presence of the presiding
officer observer team, the presiding officer shall empty the contents onto the
presiding officer’s table. The presiding officer shall ensure that teams are not
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given unused ballots, early or absentee ballots which arrived after the close of
polls, or ballots spoiled by voters and turned in by voters requesting fresh
ballots.

(c) Examination of checklists.

(1) The checklist from the first bag shall be assigned to a team. The
caller and observer, each acting independently, shall examine the checklist
and determine how many voters voted at the polling place, repeating the
process until they agree on a number or until they agree to disagree on a
number.

(2) Then the checklist shall be examined by the tally person and the
double-check person, repeating the process until they agree on a number or
they agree to disagree on the number.

(3) The results obtained from the two subgroups will be compared and if
they do not match, the process shall be repeated until there is agreement
among all the members of the team or until team members agree to disagree.

(4) The number finally determined by a majority of team members shall
be submitted to the presiding officer in the presence of the presiding officer
observer team, together with an indication of the nature and extent of the
disagreement. If one or more team members do not agree with the number
submitted, the presiding officer shall note on the master list the fact that the
number of people appearing as having voted on a specified checklist was
subject to dispute.

(d) Sorting of ballots.

(1) Ballots from the first container shall be counted by one team and
placed into piles containing 50 ballots each, except where there is a final pile
which contains fewer than 50, in which case, the counting team shall affix to
the top of the pile a note indicating how many ballots are contained in the pile.
All of these ballots then shall be transferred to another team which shall verify
that they are in piles of 50 ballots each and that any remaining pile contains
the designated number of ballots.

(2) The teams, except the presiding officer observer team and possibly
the team which is processing the checklists, shall proceed to their tables and
each team shall get from the presiding officer one pile of ballots, one tally
sheet, and one double-check sheet per 50 ballots, unless there are more
persons per team who serve as double-check persons, in which case, each such
person shall be assigned a double-check sheet. If a team spoils a tally sheet or
needs to retally, it must turn in the tally sheet in order to get another one.
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(e) First tally.

(1) The caller shall call the name of the person voted for and any blank
or spoiled ballots. The tally person and the double-check person or persons
each shall make a suitable mark for that candidate and any blank or spoiled
ballots.

(2) If the caller and the observer or observers do not agree on how a
ballot should be counted, the entire team shall review the ballot and if all
members agree, it shall be counted that way.

(3) If one member of the entire team does not agree, that ballot shall be
set aside as a guestioned ballot and a copy shall be made, which copy shall be
clearly marked on its face identifying it as a copy. Such copies shall be placed
on the top of the other ballots and shall remain together with the other ballots.
Each original ballot deemed questionable shall be attached to a note which
identifies it by town, polling place, and bag seal number. The originals of
these gquestionable ballots shall be clipped to the summary sheet for that
polling place and returned to the board of civil authority for a final decision by

majority vote.
(4) After the board of civil authority has rendered a final decision on a

given questionable ballot, it shall be returned to the town clerk who shall keep
it in a sealed container for a period of two years.

(5) Write-in votes for preprinted candidates shall be counted as votes
for that candidate.

(6) If the tally persons do not agree on the number of votes for a
candidate, the ballots shall be retallied until they do agree. Then the team
shall notify the presiding officer that it has completed the first recount.

(f) Second tally.

(1) The presiding officer shall attach to the tally and double-check
sheets a note which indicates which team members performed which functions
in the first recount, and shall provide the team with a new tally sheet and an
appropriate number of double-check sheets to match the number of people
serving as double-check persons.

(2) The members of the team then shall switch roles, with callers and
observers becoming tally persons and double-check persons, as designated by
the presiding officer, and the team shall complete a second recount, following
the procedures established for the first recount.

(3) When the results of the second recount match those of the first, a
note shall be attached to the tally and double-check sheets, indicating which
persons provided what functions during the second recount.
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(4) Then the team shall take its tally sheets, double-check sheets, and
ballots, plus a separate pile of guestionable ballots, if any, to the presiding
officer.

(5) Team members, in the presence of the presiding officer observer
team, shall read the totals to the presiding officer who, in the view of these
observers, shall record the totals on the summary sheet for that polling place.

(6) After a team has presented its pile of ballots to the presiding officer,
it shall be assigned another pile of ballots, until all of the piles from a
particular polling place have been recounted two times.

(q) Completing the tally.

(1) After the totals for a polling place have been listed, the presiding
officer shall add them up in the presence of the presiding officer observer
team, and shall compare the number with the number of voters who voted at
that polling place, according to the number obtained from the team that
examined the certified checklist. If these numbers differ, the presiding officer
shall note the amount of the difference on the summary sheets for that polling

place.

(2) The presiding officer shall return all ballots to the container, seal it,
record the seal number on the summary sheet, write “recounted’ and specify
the date of the recount on the tag, and move it to the other side of the room,
making sure that there is never more than one bag open at any one time.

(3) This procedure shall be repeated for each container, until the results
from a polling place have been recounted, and then it shall be repeated until
the results from all polling places in a town have been recounted.

(4) The presiding officer shall add the totals on each summary sheet,
affix the presiding officer’s seal, and send the summary sheets for all polling
places together with the master list and any questionable ballots to the board
of civil authority.

(h) Other rules for conducting the recount.

(1) The presiding officer shall preserve order. If a person, after notice,
is persistently disorderly and refuses to withdraw from the premises, the
presiding officer may cause the person to be removed from the premises.

(2) The presiding officer shall designate an area within which the
recount shall take place. Persons who are not board of civil authority
members or appointed impartial election officers shall be permitted to view a
recount in progress, but persons not authorized by the presiding officer shall
not be permitted within the area designated by the presiding officer.
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(3) Candidates and their attorneys shall be given the opportunity to
present evidence to the board of civil authority relating to the conduct of the
recount. If the board determines that any violations of recount procedures
have occurred and that they may have affected the outcome of the recount, a
new recount shall be ordered. After such hearings or arguments as may be
indicated under the circumstances, the board, within five working days, shall
issue a judgment, which shall supersede any certificate of election previously
issued and shall return to the town clerk guestionable ballots which had been
forwarded to the board.

(i) After the recount.

(1)(A) If the recount results in a tie, the board of civil authority shall
order a recessed election to be held, within three weeks of the recount, on a
date set by the board. The only candidates who shall appear on the ballot at
the recessed election shall be those who tied in the previous election. The
recessed election shall be considered a separate election for the purpose of
voter registration under chapter 43 of this title.

(B) If the recount confirms a tie, as to any public question, no
recessed election shall be held, and the qguestion shall be certified not to have

passed.

(C) Warnings for a recessed election shall be posted as required by
this chapter, except that the warnings shall be posted not less than 10 days
before the recessed election. The conduct of a recessed election shall be as
provided in this chapter for local elections.

(2) The town clerk shall send a certified copy of the judgment to the
Secretary of State.

Sec. 59. 17 V.S.A. § 2688 is amended to read:
8 2688. RECOUNT ON QUESTION SUBMITTED

(a) A registered voter or, in the case of a union school district, at least one
registered voter from each member of the union district may demand a recount
of ballots on any question submitted to the vote of a—tewn the municipality
using the Australian ballot system, if the margin by which the question passed
or failed is less than five percent of the total votes cast on the question.

(b) The request shall be filed with the municipal clerk within 10 days after
the vote. The procedure shall be the same as in the case of recount of the votes
cast for a candidate at an election.

(c) The petitioner and his or her designated representative and a voter
representing the other side of the question voted upon and his or her
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designated representative may inspect the vote and observe the recount under
the guidance of the board of civil authority.

* * * Presidential Elections * * *
Sec. 60. 17 V.S.A. § 2716 is amended to read:
8§ 2716. NOTIFICATION TO SECRETARY OF STATE

Not later than 5:00 p.m. on the 47th 55th day before the day of the general
election, the ehatrman Chair of the state-committee State Committee of each

major political party shall certify in writing to the secretary-of-state Secretary
of State the names of the presidential and vice presidential nominees selected

at the party’s national convention.

*** Warning Requirements in Newspapers * * *
Sec. 61. 17 V.S.A. § 1840 is amended to read:
§ 1840. INTERIM PUBLICATION

Within 90 days following adjournment without day of any session of the
general-assembly General Assembly in which articles of amendment to the
constitution Constitution have been proposed by the semate Senate and
concurred in by the heuse House, the secretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall
prepare copies of the proposal or proposals of amendment and forward them,

with a summary of proposed changes, for publication te-the-principal-daily in
at least two newspapers published having general circulation in the state State,

as determined by the seeretary—of-state;—and-the Secretary of State. The
proposal or proposals shall be so published once each week for three
successive weeks in each of the papers at the expense of the state State and on
the websites of the General Assembly and the Office of the Secretary of State.

Sec. 62. 17 V.S.A. § 1844 is amended to read:

§ 1844. PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS AND ON STATE WEBSITES,;
BALLOTS

(@) The secretary—of-state Secretary of State shall between September 25
and October 1 in any year in which a vote on ratification of an article of
amendment is taken, prepare copies of the proposal of amendment and
forward them, with a summary of proposed changes, for publication te-the

principal—daty in at least two newspapers published having general
circulation in the state State, as determined by the seeretary-of state;and-the

Secretary of State. The proposal shall be so published once each week for
three successive weeks in each of the papers at the expense of the state State
and on the websites of the General Assembly and the Office of the Secretary of
State. He-orshe
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(b) The Secretary of State shall cause ballots to be prepared for a vote by
the freemen and freewomen upon the proposal of amendment.

Sec. 63. 17 V.S.A. § 2302 is amended to read:
§ 2302. STATE SHAIRMAN CHAIR TO CALL CAUCUS

(@) The ehairman chair of the state State committee of a party shall set a
date for members of the party to meet in caucus in their respective towns,
which date shall be between September 10 and September 30, inclusive, in
each odd numbered year.

(b) At least 14 days before the date set for the caucuses, the statechairman
State Chair shall mail or electronically mail a notice of the date and purpose
of the caucuses to each town clerk and to each town ehairman and county

chair of the party, and shall cause the notice to be published in at least two
havi | cireulati i .

Sec. 64. 17 V.S.A. § 2303 is amended to read:
§ 2303. TOWN EHAIRMAN CHAIR TO GIVE NOTICE

(@) The town ehairman chair or, if unavailable; or if the records of the
secretary-ofstate Secretary of State show there is no ehairman chair, any three
voters of the town; shall arrange to hold a caucus on the day designated by the
state-chairman State Chair, in some public place within the town, and shall set
the hour of the caucus.

(b)(1) At least five days before the day of the caucus, the ehairman town
chair shall post a notice of the date, purpose, time, and place of the caucus in
the town clerk’s office and in at least one other public place in town.

(2) In towns of 4,000 3,000 or more population, he or she shall also
publish the notice:

(A) in a newspaper having general circulation in the town; or

(B) in a nonpartisan electronic news media website that specializes in
news of the State or the community.

(c) If three voters arrange to call the caucus, the voters shall designate one
of their number to perform the duties prescribed above for the town ehairman
chair.

Sec. 65. 17 V.S.A. § 2309 is amended to read:
§ 2309. FIRST MEETING OF COUNTY COMMITTEE

(@)(1) The ehatrman Chair of the state-committee State Committee shall set
a date, not more than 36 45 days after the date of the party’s caucuses, for the
first meeting of each county committee.
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(2) The state-chairman_State Chair shall notify the ehairmen chairs of

the county committees of the date of the meeting and-shal-publish-notice-in-at
leas-bwo-nesspaperswi-ceneral e retlnbonwthin-thesiale,

(3) The ehairman chair of the county committee shall set the hour and
place of the meeting and shall notify all delegates-elect by mail or electronic
mail not less than 10 days prior to the meeting. If the chair of the county
committee receives notice that a town within the county has organized 10 or
fewer days before the date of the first meeting of the county committee, the
chair must notify the newly elected members within 48 hours of receiving
notice of the organized town.

(b) At the time and place set for the meeting, the delegates shall proceed to
elect their officers and perfect an organization for the ensuing two years. All
officers and other members of the county committee and all delegates to the
state-committee State Committee shall be voters of the county.

Sec. 66. 17 V.S.A. § 2641 is amended to read:

§ 2641. WARNING AND NOTICE REQUIRED; PUBLICATION OF
WARNINGS

(@) The legislative body of a municipality shall warn a meeting by posting a
warning and notice in at least two public places in the tewn municipality, and
in or near the town clerk’s office, not less than 30 nor more than 40 days
before the meeting. If a tewn municipality has more than one polling place
and the polling places are not all in the same building, the warning and notice
shall be posted in at least two public places within each voting district and in
or near the town clerk’s office.

(b) In addition, the warning shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the municipality at least five days before the meeting, unless the
warnmg IS publlshed in the town report—epethelawse—ehsmbu%ed—m—wpm

dlstrlbuted as prowded in 24 VSA § 1682 The Ieglslatlve body annually

shall designate the paper in which such a warning may be published. The
warning shall also be posted on the municipality’s website, if the municipality
actively updates its website on a reqular basis.

(c) No such warning shall be required for municipal informational
meetings at which no voting is to take place.

* ** obbyists * * *
Sec. 67. 2 V.S.A. § 264 is amended to read:

§ 264. REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, COMPENSATION, AND GIFTS;
EMPLOYERS; LOBBYISTS
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* k *

(b) An employer shall disclose for the period of the report the following
information:

(1) A total of all lobbying expenditures made by the employer in each of
the following categories:

(A) advertising Advertising, including television, radio, print, and
electronic media;.

(B) expenses Expenses incurred for telemarketing, polling, or similar
activities if the activities are intended, designed, or calculated, directly or
indirectly, to influence legislative or administrative action. The report shall
specify the amount, the person to whom the amount was paid, and a brief
description of the activitys.

(C) contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 per year or direct
busi lationshins i S i thin

{B)-the The total amount of any other lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of compensation paid to lobbyists or lobbying firms
for lobbying. The employer shall report the name and address of each lobbyist
or lobbying firm to which the employer pays compensation. It shall be
sufficient to include a prorated amount based on the value of the time devoted
to lobbying where compensation is to be included for a lobbyist or lobbying
firm whose activities under this chapter are incidental to regular employment
or other responsibilities to the employer.

(3) An itemized list of every gift the value of which is greater than
$15.00, made by or on behalf of the employer to or at the request of one or
more legislators or administrative officials or a member of a legislator’s or
administrative official’s immediate family. With respect to each gift, the
employer shall report the date the gift was made, the nature of the gift, the
value of the gift, the identity of any legislators or administrative officials who
requested the gift, and the identity of any recipients of the gift. Monetary gifts,
other than political contributions, shall be prohibited.

VT LEG #284738 v.1A



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE  S.86
2013 Page 117 of 122

(4) Contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 per year or direct
business relationships that are in existence or were entered into within the
previous 12 months between the employer and:

(A) a legislator or administrator;

(B) a legislator’s or administrator’s spouse, Or

(C) a legislator’s or administrator’s dependent household member.

(c) A lobbyist shall disclose for the period of the report the following
information:

(1) A total of all lobbying expenditures made by the lobbyist in each of
the following categories:

(A) advertising Advertising, including television, radio, print, and
electronic medias.

(B) expenses Expenses incurred for telemarketing, polling, or similar
activities if the activities are intended, designed, or calculated, directly or
indirectly, to influence legislative or administrative action. The report shall
specify the amount, the person to whom the amount was paid, and a brief
description of the activity;.

(C) contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 per year or direct
busi lationshine o i i 1

{B)-the The total amount of any other lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of compensation paid to a lobbyist, who is not
employed by, subcontracted by, or affiliated with a lobbying firm, for lobbying,
including the name and address of each registered employer who engaged the
services of the lobbyist reporting. It shall be sufficient to include a prorated
amount based on the value of the time devoted to lobbying where
compensation is to be included for a lobbyist whose activities under this
chapter are incidental to other responsibilities to the employer. A lobbyist
who is employed by, subcontracted by, or affiliated with a lobbying firm shall
not report individual compensation. The total compensation paid to the
lobbying firm shall be reported pursuant to section 264b of this title.
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(3) An itemized list of every gift, the value of which is greater than
$15.00, made by or on behalf of a lobbyist to or at the request of one or more
legislators or administrative officials or a member of the legislator’s or
administrative official’s immediate family. With respect to each gift, the
lobbyist shall report the date the gift was made, the nature of the gift, the value
of the gift, the identity of any legislators or administrative officials who
requested the gift, and the identity of any recipients of the gift. Monetary gifts,
other than political contributions, shall be prohibited.

(4) Contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 per year or direct
business relationships that are in existence or were entered into within the
previous 12 months between the lobbyist and:

(A) a legislator or administrator;

(B) a legislator’s or administrator’s spouse; Or

(C) a legislator’s or administrator’s dependent household member.

* * *

(h) Disclosure reports shall be made on forms published by the secretary-of
state Secretary of State and shall be signed by the employer or lobbyist. The
secretary-ofstate Secretary of State shall mail make those forms available to
registered employers and lobbyists on the Secretary’s website not later than 30
days before each filing deadline.

* * *

Sec. 68. 2 V.S.A. § 264b is amended to read:

8 264b. LOBBYING FIRM LISTINGS; REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES,
COMPENSATION, AND GIFTS; LOBBYING FIRMS

* * *

(b) Every lobbying firm shall file a disclosure report on the same day as
lobbyist disclosure reports are due under subsection 264(a) of this title which
shall include:

(1) A total of all lobbying expenditures made by the lobbying firm in
each of the following categories:

(A) advertising Advertising, including television, radio, print, and
electronic medias.

(B) expenses Expenses incurred for telemarketing, polling, or similar
activities if the activities are intended, designed, or calculated, directly or
indirectly, to influence legislative or administrative action. The report shall
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specify the amount, the person to whom the amount was paid, and a brief
description of the activitys.

(C) contractual agreements tn excess of $100.00 per year or direct
busi lationshins 1 S i thin 1

{B)—the The total amount of any other lobbying expenditures.

(2) The total amount of compensation paid to a lobbying firm for
lobbying with the name and address of each registered employer who engaged
the services of the lobbying firm reporting. It shall be sufficient to include a
prorated amount based on the value of the time devoted to lobbying where
compensation is to be included for a lobbying firm whose activities under this
chapter are incidental to other responsibilities to the employer.

(3) An itemized list of every gift the value of which is greater than
$15.00, made by or on behalf of the lobbying firm to or at the request of one or
more legislators or administrative officials or a member of a legislator’s or
administrative official’s immediate family. With respect to each gift, the
lobbying firm shall report the date the gift was made, the nature of the gift, the
value of the gift, the identity of any legislators or administrative officials who
requested the gift, and the identity of any recipients of the gift. Monetary gifts,
other than political contributions, shall be prohibited.

(4) Contractual agreements in excess of $100.00 per year or direct
business relationships that are in existence or were entered into within the
previous 12 months between the lobbying firm and:

(A) a leqgislator or administrator;

(B) a legislator’s or administrator’s spouse or civil union partner; Or

(C) a legislator’s or administrator’s dependent household member.

* * * Correction of Cross-References and Other Technical Corrections * * *
Sec. 69. 17 V.S.A. § 1881a is amended to read:
§ 1881a. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

* k% %
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(c) Petitions for nominating candidates for senater Senator in the general
assembly General Assembly by primary under—chapter—9—of-this-title or by
certificates of nomination of candidates for that office by convention, caucus,
committee, or voters under chapter 4 49 of this title may be filed in the office
of any county clerk in a senatorial district. On the day after the last day for
filing those petitions or certificates for that office, the other county clerk shall
notify the senatorial district clerk of the facts concerning those petitions or
certificates. The senatorial district clerk shall be responsible for determining
the names of candidates and other facts required by law to appear on the
ballot for the office of senator, and for obtaining and distributing the ballots to
the other clerks in the district. In senatorial districts, the ballots for senator in
the general-assembly General Assembly shall be separate from those for other
county officers.

* * *

Sec. 70. 17 V.S.A. § 2369 is amended to read:
§ 2369. DETERMINING WINNER; TIE VOTES

(a) Persons A person who reeeive receives a plurality of all the votes cast
by a party in a primary shall be eandidates a candidate of that party for the
office designated on the ballot.

(b) If two or more candidates of the same party are tied for the same office,
the choice among those tied shall be determined upon five days’ notice and not
later than 10 days following the primary election by the committee of that
party, which shall meet to nominate a candidate from among the tied
candidates. The committee that nominates a candidate shall be as follows:

1)
primary election, the stateLeemmtttee State Commlttee of a party, for a state
State or congressional office;

(2) the senatorial district committee for state-senate State Senate;
(3) the county committee for county office; or

4) the representative dlstrlct committee for a representative to the

e&nehdates General Assemblv.

)(c) The committee chair shall certify the candidate nomination for the
general election to the seeretary-ofstate Secretary of State within 48 hours of
the nomination.

Sec. 71. 17 V.S.A. § 2565 is amended to read:
8§ 2565. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS
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As each voter passes through the entrance of the guardrail, an election
official or officials shall hand him or her one of each kind of ballot. He-erthey
The election officials shall also answer any questions a voter may ask
concerning the process of voting. The presiding officer shall keep the election
officials in charge of furnishing ballots to voters supplied with a sufficient
number of blank ballots, keeping the remainder of the blank ballots safely
secured until needed.

* ** Gender Neutrality * * *

Sec. 72. STATUTORY REVISION; GENDER NEUTRALITY; “CHAIR,”
“SELECTBOARD MEMBER,” ETC.

The Office of Legislative Council, in its statutory revision capacity, is
directed to make amendments to the cumulative supplements of the Vermont
Statutes Annotated to change the terms ‘“‘chairman’ to ‘“‘chair’; “vice
chairman’” to “vice chair”; and “selectman’ to “selectboard member’ and to
make similar changes for the purpose of gender neutrality, so long as those
changes have no other effect on the meaning of the statutes in which the
changes are made. These changes shall also be made when new legislation is
proposed or when there is a republication of the Vermont Statutes Annotated.

*x % Use of “Town” vs. “Municipality” or “Political Subdivision” * * *
Sec. 73. TOWN VS. MUNICIPALITY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION

The Office of Legislative Council is directed to search the statutes within
Title 17 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated for the use of the word “town” and,
in consultation with the Office of the Secretary of State, prepare on or before
November 15, 2014 a draft bill that would replace the word “town” with the
word _“municipality” _or with the term_“‘political subdivision” where the
context of a statute is meant to include or should apply to a political
subdivision of the State other than a town, as that term is defined in 17 V.S.A.
§ 2103.

* * % Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 74. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2014, except:

(1) this section and Sec. 18, 17 V.S.A. § 2413 (nomination of justices of
the peace), shall take effect on passage;

(2) Secs. 36, 17 V.S.A. 8 2534 (list of early or absentee voters), and 41,
17 V.S.A. § 2593 (participation to be entered on statewide checklist by town
clerk), shall take effect on July 1, 2015;
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§ 2356 (time Mf nominatibn), shali take e.ffécf

(3) Secs. 15, 17 V.S.A. § 2351 (primary election); 16, 17 V.S.A. 8§ 2356
(time for filing petitions and statements of nomination); and 17a, 17 V.S.A.
§ 2402 (requisites of statement), shall take effect on January 1, 2016; and

(4) Sec. 27,17 V.S.A. § 2941(b) (political subdivisions; vote tabulators;
town requirement to use vote tabulators), shall take effect on July 1, 2016. °
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